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a word about 
high fidelity 
& the records 
you buy... 


When you think of high fidelity in a record, you think 

of the degree of accuracy in its reproduction. But there's 
another kind of fidelity that can be even more important 
when you buy a record. That's the fidelity, or loyalty, or faith- 
fulness, you find in the company that handles the record you buy. 
At the Christian Board of Publication you can count on a tradition 
of trust . . . trust in our service . . . trust in our promise of doing 
what we say we'll do. For example, if you don’t find the record you 
want in our regular Audio-visual Catalog, or anywhere else, just 
send us the title of the record, and the artist’s name. We'll make 
every effort to get it for you. This unusual offer holds true for any 
record company, on any label. 


There are many other reasons why you should turn to Christian 
Board of Publication for all your record needs. Consider these 5 
important points: 

1. all records ordered from CBP are mechanically perfect 

2. their safe arrival by mail is guaranteed 

3. orders for 6 or more records will be allowed a 15% discount 


4, church libraries eligible for discounts on books may also buy 
records at the same discounts 


5. CBP pays all postage on cash orders 


Total up the advantages you get when you order your records from 
Christian Board of Publication. There are many. Keep them in mind 
whenever you're ready to add a record to your collection. 


And anytime you think of high fidelity in records, think first of the 
Christian Board of Publication . . . where loyal customer service 
is a standing company promise, just as it has been in more than 
half-a-century of serving the brotherhood. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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DURATION £4 


by Clifford Parker 


E ANNOUNCED in the Sunday worship 

services that the following Sunday would be 
observed as Africa Emergency Relief Sunday, and 
gave many reasons why our church was entering in 
this brotherhood-wide participation. During the 
church school hour, which comes after our wor- 
ship services at the present time, we passed out the 
offering envelopes to each one who was in the 
church school classes, explaining again the im- 
portance of this offering. 

The story was related the very next night at 
departmental meetings that one small boy, about 
eight years of age had a bank at home. He had 
put a piece of adhesive tape over the slot in the 
bank, and had placed a note on the bank which 
said, ‘Closed for a Few Days.’ He had set his 
offering envelope directly in front of the bank, 
with this sign on it, “Open.” 

This story is not so much amusing as it is amaz- 





Mr. Parker is minister of Bethany Christian 
Church, El Paso, Texas. 
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ing. Jesus said, “And a little child shall lead 
them.” This is real child-like faith, the kind of 
faith that Jesus wants us to have. 


Jesus would like for us to close our own banks 
for a few days, and open the bank that leads to life. 
He would like for us to deny ourselves in order 
that we might be filled. We are to abase ourselves 
in order that we might be exalted. We are to give 
in order to receive. “For whoever would save his 
life will lose it; and whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s will save it.” (Mark 8:35) 

An offering envelope set in front of a ‘satellite 
bank” by a small boy may not be much; the offer- 
ing which he places in that envelope might not be 
a great sum, but with God’s taking that faith and 
multiplying that offering, the work on a mission 
field will be accomplished, and a boy will grow 
into the kind of man that God can look at and see 
that faith turned into action is the kind of faith 
that will overcome the world. This is-the kind of 
faith to live by. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


Are Our Divisions Weakening 


The Power of the Church? 


Unity 


and 


Witness 


ESUS CHRIST, the Light of 

the World, is the theme for the 
Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches to be held 
at New Delhi, Nov. 18—Dec. 6. 
Under this theme, emphasis will 
be laid upon witness, service and 
unity, which flow from obedience 
to Christ. 

“It is through these that the 
light of God in the fact of Jesus 
Christ illumines . . . our service, 
and enables us to reflect his light 
to the world. It is he who gives us 
the unity which we must mani- 
fest. .. . It will soon be discovered 
that witness involves both word 
and deed and that it is affected 
by the unity or disunity among 
Christians and churches. Witness 


by E. Lyall Williams 


both leads to and requires unity 
and service. All three subjects 
are interrelated in this fashion 
and a good case could have been 
made for putting any one of them 
first.” (Jesus Christ, the Light of 
the World, Third Assembly Study 
Booklet, page 38.) 

There is a healthy emphasis 
today upon mission and unity. 
These two cannot be separated 
in the life of the Church. They 
are not alternatives. It is not 
for one Christian to choose unity 
as his particular interest and 
for another to choose mission as 
his passion. Our Lord’s prayer 
for unity that the world may be- 
lieve has joined together what 
man dare not put asunder. 

The life and mission of the 


Mr. Williams is principal of The College of the Bible at Glen 
Iris, Australia. He is a delegate to the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches to be held in New Delhi, India, Nov. 


18—Dec. 6, 1961. 
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Church are not two things, but 
one. “The mission of the Church 
is not something added to its 
life; its life is in its mission.” 
It has been well said that the 
picture of the Church is a motion 
picture. There is the movement 
of Christ gathering disciples to 
himself and sending them forth 
into the world. His cardinal com- 
mand was: “Follow me.” This 
call was completed in the com- 
mission: “As the Father hath 
sent me so send I you.” He 
breathed on them and said: ‘“Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Spirit.” By 
the breath of God the Church re- 
ceived at once its life and mis- 
sion. 

We can say that the mission 
of the Church is witness. “Ye 
shall be my witnesses,” said the 
risen Lord. Our witness is that 
of a light reflecting a Light. Two 
sayings of our Lord cannot be 
separated. “I am the Light of 
the world.” “Ye are the light of 
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the world.” We bear witness by 
the light of the new life that he 
has kindled in us. 

It is the responsibility of the 
Church to be a light in itself and 
so bear witness by its own light. 
But it must always bear witness 
to a Light beyond its own. It 
would be a sad thing for the 
Church and Christians if we could 
not bear witness, and also beyond 
our fruits, because we bear wit- 
ness to a Light beyond our own. 

It can be said that the mission 
of the Church is witness only if 
we understand that witness is in 
word and deed. Witness can be 
made only through total ministry. 
While there are aptitudes for 
particular kinds of witnessing, 
and while there may be special- 
ized efforts, every activity of the 


Church should be evangelizing 
activity. The witness of the 
Church is fulfilled in its total 


task in the world. 

Its witnessing mission “includes 
the task of preaching the gospel, 
of healing the sick, of teaching, 
of service to men in all their 
needs. It includes, or ought to 
include, all the work of millions 
of Christian men and women in 
all the ordinary daily tasks, serv- 
ing their fellow men for Christ’s 
sake in all the multitudinous 
forms of work which the modern 
world requires. It includes the 
task of prophetic witness in the 
case of wrong, of declaring the 
will of God in regard to the life 
of men, both in their personal 
and domestic affairs, and also no 
less clearly in their corporate 
life as nations, in business, in 
politics, in culture, in religion.” 

We are commissioned to go 
into all the world. It is not mis- 
taken to draw upon these words 
of the commission to emphasize 
the call of the Church to fulfill its 
mission by engaging in missions 
in the far-flung areas of the 
world. It has been rightly de- 
plored that the Church is largely 
out of touch with the industrial 
world, for instance. 

This may not be the only area 
with which the Church is out of 
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touch. The commission to go 
into all the world calls for an 
identification with the whole 
world, both far away and near 
at hand. There must be an 
identification with the life of the 
world while bearing witness to a 
Light and maintaining a standard 
not of this world. 

Recently a Christian minister, 
following a combined Good Fri- 
day service, questioned the need 
of unity. What are you going to 
do with unity if it is realized? 
he asked. 

In an article published this 
year in The Christian Century, 
Gerald Kennedy raised some ques- 
tions about the ideal of ‘church 
union.” He concluded with the 
words: “The notion that the elim- 
ination of our denominations 
would be all profit and no loss 
is nonsense. From where I sit, 
our present liberty and confusion 
is full of stimulation and excite- 
ment. I like it that way.” 

Whatever answers we give to 
such critics we must include our 
Lord’s prayer for witness through 
unity: ‘that they all may be 
one; even as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” (John 17:21) If the 
question be raised whether unity 
would really help our witness, we 
turn our eyes to the Light of the 
world to find the answer. 

It is reasonable to say that our 
Lord prayed against a_back- 
ground of his world which was 
sharply divided by racial and 
social barriers. It was a world 
of Jew and Gentile, of bond and 
free, of male and female. His 
prayer was that among those 
given him by the Father out of 
this world all barriers should be 
removed. The Body of Christ 
should be a_ reconciled com- 
munity in which reconciliation of 
man with God and reconciliation 
of any man with man are insepa- 
rable. Largely, if not wholly, the 
unity for which our Lord im- 
mediately prayed has been raised 
in the life of the Church which 
shares the vision of Paul: ‘There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there 





is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
(Galatians 3:28) 


Our Lord’s prayer for unity 
beyond social and racial divisions 
makes it clear that any kind of 
division is contrary to his will 
and an impediment to the witness 
of the Church. Whatever con- 
scientious convictions lie behind 
denominational divisions they 
fall below the divine ideal. In 
spite of our witness through and 
beyond our broken lights, the 
Light of the World would shine 
more brightly through unbroken 
lights. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin has 
echoed the thoughts and words of 
many others in a_ trenchant 
statement. We must “take se- 
riously the issue of Christian 
unity. Here it is no use mincing 
words. The plain fact is that our 
divisions make a mockery of our 
mission. How can we face the 
world with the claim that in 
Christ we have the secret of the 
world’s healing when we have 
evidently not found the secret of 
healing ourselves? 


“How can we go into all the 
world and say that the name of 
Jesus is the one name given un- 
der heaven whereby all men shall 
be saved—if at the same time we 
confess that for ourselves that 
one name is not enough, and that 
we must call ourselves not just 
Christians but a whole series of 
other names in order to make 
clear where we stand? How can 
we pretend there is a fellowship 
in Christ big enough and deep 
enough to hold together all the 
races and peoples of the earth in 
all their colossal variety, if we 
confess that we don’t have a fel- 
lowship big enough and deep 
enough to hold us Christians to- 
gether in one family? Our divi- 
sions are a public denial of the 
sufficiency of Calvary. No task is 
more urgent than the task of 
penitent and patient wrestling 
with these divisions, till Christ 
himself restores to us the unity 
which is his will.” 





From The Australian Christian, 
May 2, 1961, used by permission. 
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Editorials 


Shambles 


SHAMBLE is really a place to slaughter ani- 
mals, or the act of slaughter itself. Hence, 
to make ‘a shambles” of a place or of an idea is 
really to tear it to pieces. With this definition in 
mind we call attention to some remarks by John 
A. Hardon, a Jesuit priest, regarding Protestants. 


In a Pittsburgh address, the burden of the Rev. 
Mr. Hardon’s remarks was an effort to help Prot- 
estants realize the Roman Catholic concept of the 
essentials of salvation. He said the main problem 
is to overcome Protestant belief ‘‘in the right of the 
individual to form private judgment and to use ra- 
tional thought.’’ These two Protestant weaknesses, 
he said, ‘‘have made a shambles of the faith.” 


This is pretty strong language, but no stronger 
than one would expect from a person defending 
his own faith. Commenting upon the remark, the 
American Review of Eastern Orthodoxy said, 
“Shambles of what faith?” Ah, yes, there’s the 
rub. Obviously, the speaker meant his own faith, 
but, like most of us, he equated his views with the 
faith, once and for all delivered. 


From a general Protestant point of view, it does 
make a shambles of Roman Catholic faith to per- 
mit private judgment to supplant the interpreta- 
tions handed down by the hierarcy of the church. 
When scriptural teaching has once been interpreted 
to mean such and such, rational thought by a suc- 
ceeding generation is a threat to the original in- 
terpretation, of course. 


When one looks at the mass of Christian groups 
and thought normally referred to as Protestantism, 
even though he finds himself within that classifica- 
tion, he can understand how an outsider might 
view the scene as a shambles. And what caused it? 
Was it not private judgment and rational thought? 


A friend once criticized our viewpoint on some 
theological matter to a third person, saying: ‘‘He’s 
full of German rationalism.” This common tech- 
nique assumes that there are kinds of rational 
thinking which are bad. The kind of reasoning, 
or “rational thinking’’ which the friend uses is pre- 
sumed to be sound and useful for clarifying 
Scripture correctly. 


Perhaps we should just ‘‘take the Bible as it is.”’ 
Our mail is full of rational conclusions about this 
and that, all under the guise of taking the Bible 
as it is. How do you tell when one fellow is re- 
peating biblical teaching and another has said what 
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he “thinks” it means? Would it be better if we 
just settled for what the Bible said to the bishops 
gathered at Nicaea in A.D. 325? Or, perhaps 
Luther’s Shorter Catechism would provide a suf- 
ficient interpretation for all time. 


The weakness of all such positions, be they 
Roman Catholic or any variety of Protestant 
thought, is that they fail to admit that the proposed 
standard which is not to be tampered with is also 
the product of rational thought. Some men con- 
cluded, after both prayer and reasoning that these 
were the essential teachings of the Bible and that 
their meaning was thus and so. Even though the 
rational conclusions of these men and councils may 
have served well they can also become a barrier 
between the ever-living Word of God as revealed in 
the Bible and men of a new generation. Somehow, 
Jesus Christ must be allowed to speak directly to 
each person, and individuals need not feel that they 
do not hear the Lord unless he comes in the words 
of Augustine or Aquinas, Calvin or Campbell. 


Men are so different, with such a variety of 
abilities and disabilities. Some listen and do not 
hear anything. Others hear something but it has 
to be fitted into the framework of their previous 
experiences and thinking. By the time this process 
is completed, the original message is sometimes 
so distorted that it sounds more like the voice of 
man than of God. 


And yet, the end result may not be a shambles. 
If God speaks to a lot of different people, in terms 
that each understands, through the eternal Scrip- 
tures, has he not made a unity out of their variety? 
Oh, men will continue to insist that their interpre- 
tation of the revelation is the only true one. This is 
to be expected. Men keep things in a bit of an 
uproar. God goes quietly about his work of mak- 
ing them one through one revelation. 


Men may yet listen. When they do, they won’t 
have a unity based on rational conclusions of one 
generation or one council. One man or one million 
men can never guarantee that the rational way they 
state the meaning of the reconciliation which Jesus 
provides is the wording that a single man in an- 
other place or time has to use when he speaks 
of what God, through Christ, has done for him. 


Men will have to continue to state the faith in 
meaningful terms for themselves. But these state- 
ments will not be the central fact of their fellow- 
ship. The Word himself will be the Host at the 
ingathering. He is the “Fount of every blessing.” 
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An invitation to mutual study of the 
World Council theme for the Third 
Assembly in India, Nov.-Dec., 196] 


OW wonderful it would be if 
H every Disciple preacher 
could have the privilege of going 
to the World Council of Churches 
Assembly in New Delhi, and even 
more wonderful if every con- 
gregation could share in this 
great gathering of Christians 
from around the world. 

Just to be there to meet the 
people of God from countries 
which for most of us are only 
places on the map would be in- 
teresting. To meet face to face 
our brethren from the ancient 
churches of the old world and 
also our brethren from the 
younger churches of lands which 
only yesterday were opened to 
the Christian faith by our pioneer 
missionaries would be inspiring. 

This is not possible, but by 
using the study booklet specially 
prepared for the assembly, Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World, 
either as the basis of a series of 
sermons or for group discussion 
and study, each church can share 
in the searching and inspiration 
of our brethren who assemble in 
New Delhi. 

These words are directed 
mainly to those whose privilege 





Mr. White is minister of Cen- 
tral Christian Church, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 
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THE 


it is to proclaim the word of God 
to a congregation each Sunday 
morning. It is an appeal that 
may be lifted up through the 
month of October, from every 
pulpit in our brotherhood, Christ, 
the Light of the World so that 
we too, along with those who 
journey to New Delhi, may be 
drawn to him in worship, in wit- 
ness and in unity. 

We urge you to use this theme 
for many reasons; we highlight 
just three of them. 


It is one of the great themes 
of Scripture. 


From the third verse of Gene- 
sis, ‘And God said, ‘Let there be 
light and there was light,’ to the 
fifth verse of Revelation 22, ‘‘And 
night shall be no more; they need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and 
they shall reign for ever and 
ever,” the writers of scripture 
use “light” as a medium expres- 
sive of God’s revealing and re- 
demptive activity. 

In the sermon topics and sug- 
gested biblical studies the as- 
sembly booklet goes to the heart 
of this great theme. There are 
eight studies on The Message. 
The following are the first five: 


“The Glory of God’—Ezekiel 
1; Genesis 1:1-4. 





LIGHT 


OF THE 


“The Break of Day—lIsaiah 
9:1-7; Luke 4:14-30. 

“The Servant King’—lIsaiah 
49:17; Philippians 2:1-18. 

“The Light of Men’—John 
1:1-18. 

“The Victory of Light’”—John 
12:20-36; Colossians 1:9-20. 


Through wrestling with these 
great passages of Scripture and 
by studying under the above 
heads, Jesus Christ, the Light of 
the World, you can indeed min- 
ister the Word to your people 
through October. 


It is a message directed to the 
need of men everywhere. 


“The world in which we wit- 
ness is God’s world. When we 
say ‘world,’ we have in mind the 
cataclysmic changes which are 
being produced by the struggle 
for racial equality, economic 
justice, and national dignity. We 
have in mind the scientific and 
technological work which splits 
the atom, penetrates outer space, 
transforms agriculture and _ in- 
dustry. We have in mind the 
bad and the good, the hopeful and 
the frightful, the two faces 
which the world shows to all of 
us.” 

It is easy, prehaps, to think of 
Christ, the Light of the World, 
meeting the need of the millions 
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by Eric C. White 


WORLD 


who live in fear and frustration, 
in helplessness and isolation, sub- 
jected to the tyrannies of govern- 
ments, arbitrary police power 
and one-sided propaganda, under 
injustice and inequalities, in hun- 
ger and homelessness, in sickness 
and poverty. 

It is more difficult to see him 
when life is pleasant, and all of 
our basic needs met, our store 
houses full and we must go on 
building bigger barns. Before our 
eyes the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus, is being lived out. 

Wherever we live, whoever we 
are—rich or poor, enslaved or 
free, ignorant or educated, sick 
or in good health, homeless or at 
home, we know that the whole 
world is at a cross roads. Be- 
fore us is the choice between 
life and death, light and dark- 
ness, and at the parting of the 
ways many voices are heard di- 
recting the people of the world, 
political voices, economical voices, 
religious voices, atheistic voices 
and revolutionary voices. Also 
at the cross roads stands the 
church of Jesus Christ calling 
the people and pleading to be 
heard as ever pointing to him 
who said, “I am the light of the 
world; he who follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will 
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have the light of life.” (John 
8:12) 

“Take any picture of the world 
you wish. It is our world, but 
it is first God’s world. He has 
not abandoned it or abdicated. 
He sustains it, loves it, judges 
and redeems it. It is his plan 
that his light shall penetrate to 
the ends of the earth and to the 
depth of human life.’ 


It is an opportunity for all our 
people to have an ecumenical ex- 
perience. 


One of the weaknesses of both 
the National and World Council 
of Churches is that they have not 
become the concern of the local 
congregation or the average 
church member. The National 
Council is, for most people, a 
group of church leaders who meet 
in New York. The World Coun- 
cil is a general get-together of 
Protestant leaders in Geneva or, 
as this year, in New Delhi. 

Our membership has _ never 
shared, they are uninformed and 
therefore unconcerned. Some- 
times one is asked, “How can I 
play a part, ‘in this ecumenical 
movement’!”” Here is one op- 
portunity. As your congregation 


takes up the study and discussion 
of the themes of the New Delhi 
study booklet you will implement 
your membership in the world- 
embracing community of the peo- 
ple of God. 

“As you seek to understand 
anew our common obedience to 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the 
World, you will discover some- 
thing of the glorious mystery of 
the varieties of spiritual gifts 
which he inspires. You will see 
your own tasks in the setting of 
the common calling of the whole 
Church of Christ.’ 

As the Word is preached, as 
the assembly theme is studied, 
may the assembly prayer be in all 
our hearts. 

“O Thou who art the light of 
the minds that know thee, the 
life of the souls that love thee, 
and the strength of the wills that 
serve thee, help us so to know 
thee that we may truly love thee, 
so to love thee that we may fully 
serve thee, whom to serve is per- 
fect freedom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 





1Assembly Booklet, page 40. 
2zAssembly booklet, page 41. 
3Assembly booklet, preface. 
4From Augustine. 


JUST FOR TODAY 


Today is the day the Lord has made. 


I will rejoice and be glad in it. 


Today, not yesterday or the day before yesterday 


However precious the memory. 


But today, not tomorrow or the day after tomorrow, 


However glorious the promise. 


Today, today in the power of a living faith, 
An eternal, emergent, unifying, Christian faith. 


Today, my aim is to maintain this faith. 


A faith that trusts in God: Practices the Golden Rule: 

Faces today’s facts with intelligence and integrity. 

A radiant, valiant, enthusiastic faith that laughs at all impossibilities. 
And, under the Sign of the Cross and Crown, goes courageously forward. 
“This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.” 

Today is the Lord’s day. My prayer is: 

“Dear God, show me the way that I may live such a life of faith 


As will give others faith in life. 


Humbly, I claim thy blessing 


That I may be a blessing today. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 


by Charles M. Watson 


Minister Emeritus, First Christian Church, Santa Monica, Calif. 
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FEW months prior to the “fellowship.” When we worship 


Amsterdam Conference 
where the World Council of 
Churches was organized, I re- 
ceived a letter asking me to serve 
as a pastoral consultant to react 
to papers prepared by theologians 
throughout the world on “The 
Nature of the Church.’ From 
time to time I would receive 
mimeographed documents until I 
had a file four inches thick of 
papers on this important theme. 

At the risk of oversimplifying 
a very complex subject, I would 
reduce the theme to what I con- 
sider its simplest feature and say 
that the church is a fellowship. 
Indeed, this is scriptural for it 
was said after Pentecost that the 
followers met in the Apostles’ 


Dr. Lemmon is minister 
of First Christian Church 
in Columbia, Missouri. 
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together in the church we have 
this corporate sense of oneness 
which draws us together in fel- 
lowship. 

The Scottish pastor of the 
church in which we preached last 
summer in Edinburgh came into 
the chancel and, before the formal 
service began, smiled at his con- 
gregation and said, ‘“Good morn- 
ing, friends. This is a nice morn- 
ing. It is good to see you.” The 
responding smile of appreciation 
that went over the faces of the 
congregation indicated that he 
had established a warm and 
friendly empathy with his people. 
The ensuing worship was a fel- 
lowship. 

We mark nearly every aspect 
of the church’s life by the word 
fellowship. Our women are or- 
ganized as the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship. Our men are organ- 
ized as the Christian Men’s Fel- 


lowship. An English teacher in 
one of our colleges stopped me on 
the street several years ago and 
said, “Every church in town has 
a fellowship dinner. It is get- 
ting to be a cliche. Can't 
you find a synonym for 
fellowship?” I have thought it 
over many times and I have not 
yet been able to come up with 
a synonym for fellowship. We do 
well to cultivate this idea of fel- 
lowship. Small congregations 
should plan to keep together. 
Larger congregations should en- 
courage groups or classes to form 
for fellowship. Men should work 
together in the church in teams 
of canvassers and visitors and 
there form fellowships. To culti- 
vate fellowship in the life of the 
church is to build up its essential 
quality. 

But it is not enough just to 
say that the church is a fel- 


(Continued on page 25.) 
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Participants in North American 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly Were 


Aware of Oneness and Separation . . . 


Youth Feel Pain of Division 


By BETTY THOMPSON 


ANN ArsBoR, MicH.—Christian unity on the North American con- 
tinent may be strongly influenced in the years ahead by encounters 
which took place on a midwestern campus last month. 


The two thousand young Chris- 
tians at the first North American 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly which 
met at the University of Michigan 
here, issued no message to the world 
nor the churches to which they be- 
long. The assembly made few head- 
lines but it may make history. 

“Entrusted with the Message of 
Reconciliation” was the theme for 
the week-long gathering (August 16- 
23). Never before had so many 
Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
young people from Canada and the 
United States been specially dele- 
gated to an ecumenical assembly. 

The assembly held for the purpose 
of study and encounter was spon- 
sored by the youth departments of 
the World Council of Churches and 
by the World Council of Christian 
Education, the Committee of Young 
People’s work of the Canadian 
Council of Churches, and the United 
Christian Youth Movement affiliated 
with the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

“By the end of the first day 
everybody was beginning to realize 
that an assembly delegate should 
be like a wrist watch—moisture 
proof, shock resistant, and anti- 
dogmatic,” Wilbur K. Howard, 
United Church of Canada, Toronto, 
said in summing up the assembly 
on the final night. 

For seven days the high school 
and college students from widely 
varying geographical and theological 
backgrounds gave and sustained a 
number of shocks. They were from 
40 different religious groups. For 
some—notably the Orthodox—it was 
the first time they had met with 
Christian youth of other churches. 

Delegates were shocked as often 
by their lack of knowledge of their 
own traditions as they were by the 
strange liturgical practices and the- 


AT ECUMENICAL YOUTH PARLEY. 
Informal discussion groups such as 
this were the heart of the First 
North American Ecumenical Youth 
Assembly—RNS Photo 
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ological convictions of others. 
Greater confessional awareness grew 
along with more restlessness at the 
divided state of Christ’s church. 
The young churchmen heard the 
Biblical theme of the assembly pre- 
sented each morning by Canada’s Dr. 
George Johnson, dean of the United 
Theological College, Montreal. The 
heart of the assembly was the Bible 
study and the large group was di- 
vided into 125 small ones each morn- 
ing after the main theme presenta- 
tion in the University’s vast Hill Au- 
ditorium. Here delegates grappled 


(Continued on page 21.) 










































The Church at Large 


National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches 


New Denomination 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Delegates 
to the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Church- 
es meeting here adopted a resolu- 
tion making the National Asso- 
ciation the official denominational 
body for Congregational church- 
es that did not join in the merger 
with the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

The National Association had, in 
effect, been acting in this capacity 
since its organization in 1955 to op- 
pose the merger which created the 
United Church of Christ. 

Some 3,655 of the 4,032 Congrega- 
tional churches which voted on the 
merger approved it. Out of the 


nearly 5,500 Congregational churches 
in the country, 1,450 did not vote. 
The National Association of Con- 
gregational Churches has a member- 
ship of about 200 churches. 


World Conference Speaks 
On Peace, Racial Injustice 


Methodists On Peace 


OsLo, NorwAy—In a “Message to 
the Methodist Churches of the 
World” the Tenth World Methodist 
Conference touched on a_ broad 
range of issues including war and 
peace, racial injustice, and the needs 
of youth. 

Over 1,000 delegates from Meth- 
odist Churches throughout the 
world adopted this statement at the 
close of their nine-day meeting here. 


Reminding the Church that the 
“menace of war remains a threat 
to humanity’s future,” the message 
called on Methodists to “practice the 
way of the peacemaker intelligently 
and obediently.” 


In the area of racial problems, 
the message said the “Methodist 
Conferences of the world stand for 
the elimination of discrimination and 
segregation.” 

The message called on Methodists 
to “support, to the point of sacrifice, 
plans to raise the living standards 
of the poorer nations, not as a cal- 
culated move in a political power 
struggle, but as a Christian obliga- 
tion within the family of God.” 


Turning to the church unity move- 
ment, the message said, “we affirm a 
deepening consciousness that Meth- 
odism is not an end in itself.” It 
said “the Holy Spirit knows no 
frontiers and is at the heart of fel- 
lowship with other Church bodies. 


Serious Crime Wave 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy today 
announced that figures furnished to 
him by FBI Director John Edgar 
Hoover disclosed that during the 
first six months of this year the 
rate of city crime in the United 
States continued its steady spiral 
upward with an increase of seven 
per cent over the same period for 
1960. 

During the period covered by the 
FBI Director’s report, murders rose 
three per cent and serious assaults 
registered a one per cent gain. 
Significantly, however, the first 
minus rating of any crime category 
since figures for calendar year 1959 
were reported was shown in a one 
per cent drop in the number of 
forcible rapes. 

Other serious crimes reported to 
the FBI showed that burglary and 
larceny over $50 increased eight per 
cent, auto theft, six per cent, and 
robbery, three per cent. 
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Mennonites Denounce 
Birch Society Ideas 


JOHNSTOWN, PA—The _ General 
Conference of the Mennonite Church 
warned of the dangers of “atheistic 
communism” in resolutions adopted 
here but denounced anti-Communist 
crusades which take the form of 
“holy wars.” 

Although no reference was made 
to the Birch Society, a resolution 
on communism said that while it 
rejects “any ideology which opposes 
the Gospel or seeks to destroy the 
faith,” it also opposes fighting com- 
munism with “distortion of facts, 
unfounded charges against persons 
and organizations, particularly 
against fellow Christians .. .” 

The conference also called on 
Mennonites in the United States 
and Canada to contribute from 
$40,000 to $50,000 to buy Canadian 
wheat for people in famine-plagued 
mainland China. This wheat would 
be offered to the Communist Chinese 
government if it would provide the 
transportation from a Canadian port. 


Kills Education Bill 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Rep. James 
J. Delaney, New York Democrat 
and a Roman Catholic, cast the dé- 
ciding vote in the House Rules Com- 
mittee that killed the program of 
federal aid to education. 


No Church Entrance 


IRON CURTAIN IN BRICK. Two West 
Berliners find their way to the Prot- 
estant Reconciliation church barred 
by a small brick section of the iron 
curtain. By closing the church’s 
door that leads to West Berlin with 
a 10-foot brick wall, the East Ger- 
man regime made it impossible for 
worshippers from the Western part 
of the parish to enter the church. 


CLASSIFIED 


Classified advertisements are accepted at the rate of 
25c per word, subject to editorial approval. Minimum 
charge $5.00. 


Pastorate of First Christian Church, 
Logan, West Virginia, will be open 
October 1, 1961. Interested minis- 
ters contact R. A. Gallemore, Box 
1262, Logan, West Virginia. 


Programs for Refugees . . . 


Ministry to Cubans 


MIAMI, FLA.—Protestant and Ro- 
man Catholic churches in the Miami 
area have instituted programs to 
attract the interest of the nearly 
100,000 Spanish-speaking persons, 
mostly Cubans, who now live here. 


For the past two-and-one-half 
years, approximately one Cuban has 
come to Miami every half-hour—for 
a total of some 50,000 Cuhan refu- 
gees now residing in the area. 


Among the Protestant churches, 
the most energetic program for 
refugees is that of the Southern 
Baptists. Some 3,000 Spanish-speak- 
ing Miamians are reached through 
15 Baptist congregations of Latin 
extraction. 

Some 15 denominations are repre- 
sented on the Protestant Latin 
American Emergency Committee, 
which provides welfare, employ- 
ment service, relocation help, and 
medical aid, through the offices of 
Church World Service, relief agency 
of the National Council of Churches. 


“Assemblies” Beliefs 


PORTLAND, ORE.—The Assemblies 
of God revised its Statement of 
Fundamental Truths here, for the 
first time since it was originally 
adopted in 1916, in an effort to 
strengthen the denomination’s basic 
doctrines. 

In the doctrinal revisions, prom- 
inent was the re-wording of the 
Assemblies’ position on the Bible. 
It now reads: “The Scriptures, both 
Old and New _ Testaments, are 
verbally inspired of God and are the 
revelation of God to man, the in- 
fallible, authoritative rule of faith 
and conduct.” 

The largest single change in the 
statement of beliefs was in the 
addition of a section on the deity of 
Christ. 

Delegates also. reaffirmed the 
denomination’s belief in the Virgin 
Birth of Christ, His sinless life, 
His miracles, His _ substitutionary 
work on the Cross, His bodily resur- 
rection from the dead and His 
exaltation. Previously these points 
were alluded to but not fully spelled 
out. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


HEADS ADMINISTRATORS 


TULSA, OKLA.—Kenneth Zinn, busi- 
ness manager of the La Jolla (Calif.) 
Presbyterian church, was elected 
president of the National Associa- 
tion of Church Business Administra- 
tors at its annual convention here. 

Leif R. Larson, business manager 
of Ceneral Lutheran church, Minne- 
apolis, and retiring president of the 
association, announced that the or- 
ganization would hold its 1962 con- 
vention at Minneapolis July 16-20. 


NAZI FOE DIES 


MALINES, BELGIUM—Belgians 
mourned a symbol of their war- 
time resistance to Nazism in the 
death here at 87 of Joseph Ernest 
Cardinal Van Roey, Archbishop of 
Malines and Primate of Belgium. 

The prelate, who was the third 
Prince of the Church to die within 
eight days, had been an implacable 
foe of the Nazis in the German oc- 
cupation of Belgium during World 
War II. He ranked in seniority 
among the cardinal priests in the 
Sacred College of Cardinals, having 
received his red hat in 1927, a 
year after he was elevated to the 
primal seat of Malines. 


RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Nearly 
three out of five Minnesotans are 
in favor of incorporating religious 
instruction in the programs of the 
five Minnesota state colleges, accord- 
ing to a survey made by the Minne- 
sota Poll. 

Fifty-nine per cent of the adults 
questioned said they believed such 
courses “should” be offered to stu- 
dents at the colleges. More inter- 
est in the religious courses was ex- 
pressed by Roman Catholics (69 
per cent in favor) than by Protes- 
tants (55 per cent). 


A UN PEACE CORPS 


GENEvA—An American proposal 
for an international Peace Corps, 
similar to that of the United States, 
was endorsed by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council here. 
The organization will use volunteer 
workers, including members of the 
American Peace Corps, to serve in 
U. N. technical assistance programs 
in underdeveloped countries. 
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Of the council’s 18 member na- 
tions, only Russia, Poland and Bul- 
garia voted against the plan, with 
Afghanistan and Jordan abstaining. 
The proposal must get final approval 
from the U. N. General Assembly. 
Members of the world corps would 
become “international civil servants” 
under U. N. control. 


POPULATION EXPLOSION 


MooRHEAD, MINN.—The population 
explosion is the “most terrifying 
problem” facing the world today, a 
German bishop told the Interna- 
tional Walther League Convention 
here. 

Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, 
chairman of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Germany 
(VELKD), said closely related to 
this problem is world hunger. Two- 
thirds of the people of the world 
are suffering from “diet deficiency,” 
he told the 3,400 teen-agers and 
adult advisers from the youth or- 
ganization of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. 


PARENTAL CONTROL AND TV 


GRAND LEDGE, MIcH.—A religious 
educator at the 93rd annual Mich- 
igan Conference Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist camp meeting here termed 
parental control at home, rather 
than network censorship, a better 
method of combating television 
harmful to children. 

Archa O. Dart, of Washington, 
D. C., director of the denomination’s 
Parent and Home Education Divi- 
sion, told his listeners that television 
has a great influence on the think- 
ing of young people. 

“Children retain five times as 
much of what they see as what they 
hear, and it appears to be an ac- 
cepted opinion that television vio- 
lence has a serious effect on boys 
and girls,’ Mr. Dart asserted. 


FLOOD DISASTERS 


GENEVA—The World Council of 
Churches’ Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees has 
raised $8,000 of a $10,000 fund 
sought to help Korea Church World 
Service subsidize the rebuilding of 
homes wrecked in the country’s re- 
cent flood disasters. 

The bursting of a dam at Nam 
Won, 150 miles south of Seoul, 
Korea’s capital, following severe 


rainstorms, led to the deaths of 
120 persons and brought havoc to 
the community of many thousands 
of persons. Some distance away a 
reservior also burst and the flood- 
ing made 4,000 homeless. 


A BETTER IDEA 


MOooRHEAD, MINN.—A _ theologian 
who also is a colonel in the air 
force reserve warned here that com- 
munism is an idea which cannot be 
licked with atom bombs, missiles 
and other weapons. 

Martin Scharlemann, professor at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., 
and an instructor at the Maxwell 
Air Force Base in Alabama, said it 
could be defeated by a better idea. 
And that better idea, he told dele- 
gates to the International Walther 
League Convention, is Christianity. 


LDS CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 


SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—The Church 
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon), 
plans to spend $6,900,000 on new 
churches in Australia, it was an- 
nounced here by Bruce R. McConkie, 
of Salt Lake City, Utah, newly ap- 
pointed president of the Church’s 
Southern Mission in this country. 

Noting that there are about 10,- 
000 Mormons in Australia. Mr. 
McConkie said his denomination is 
building the new churches because 
it “has faith in Australian youth.” 


CONSTRUCTION INCREASE 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Church con- 
struction increased to $86,000,000 
during July, but was $1,000,000 be- 
low the July 1960 figure, the U. S. 
Census Bureau reported here. 

July construction was $5,000,000 
above June and $11,000,000 higher 
than May as the construction sea- 
son reached peak activity. 

However, church construction for 
the first seven months of 1961 is 
now lagging three per cent behind 
1960—an estimated $539,000,000 com- 
pared with $558,000,000 at the same 
point a year ago. 


CWS EXECUTIVE 


New YorK—Hugh D. Farley, an 
international rehabilitation and re- 
lief expert, has been named the new 
executive director of Church World 
Service, the relief agency of the 
National Council of Churches. 

Mr. Farley, of Chevy Chase, Md., 
who has directed United States 
government aid programs in Leba- 
non and Korea and served as an 
evaluation officer for the Interna- 
tional Cooperation Administration in 
Washington, will begin his new 
duties as the top Protestant relief 
administrator on Sept. 1. 
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The Eagles Flight 


NASHVILLE, TENN.—On Aug. 7, 
high above the earth on his orbiting 
flight around the world, Russian 
cosmonaut Gherman S. Titov 
breathed exultantly into his radio 
microphone: “I am Eagle ...Iam 
Eagle.” 

He didn’t know it, but his space- 
ship had crashed head-on into the 
Southern Baptists’ Biblical quota- 
tion for the day, one selected nine 
months before. It was Obadiah 4: 

“Though thou shalt exalt thyself 
as the eagle, and though thou set 
thy nest among the stars, thence will 
I bring thee down, saith the Lord.” 

Obadiah’s words were delivered to 
the Edomites who, proud and 
haughty, had believed themselves 
to be above the reach of God. 

The quotation for Aug. 7 was 
selected in December as the South- 
ern Training Union’s daily Bible 
passage. 

Lest arrogant readers apply the 
passage solely to the Russian 
“Eagle,” Editor Donald F. Ackland, 
of Open Windows, Southern Baptist 
devotional quarterly, said that one 
must “remember the eagle is the 
symbol of the United States also.” 


Training Bible Teachers 


St. Louis, Mo—A _ nationwide 
training program designed to pro- 
duce thousands of teachers for 
group Bible study has been launched 
here by the adult education depart- 
ment of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. 

Known as the “Train Two” pro- 
gram, the project proposes to train 
two persons as leaders for every 
existing Synod Bible class and pro- 
spective study group. 

A larger number of lay people 
must be trained as Bible class 
teachers, secretaries and youth and 
adult department superintendents, 
the department feels, to provide in- 
ner renewal and spiritual advance 
of church members through group 
Bible study. 


Nerve Is Needed 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Nerve is needed 
to meet the challenges of today’s 
world, Transylvania College’s grad- 
uating seniors were told by James 
A. Moak at their commencement 
in June. 


Mr. Moak, general secretary of 
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the Kentucky Association of Chris- 
tian Churches and commencement 
speaker, said to the students: “A 
brand new world has been thrust 
upon us ...a world which we do 
not understand ... we haven’t gone 
out to seek it ... we did not ask 
for it . .. but we have it on our 
hands.” 

Moak suggested to the seniors 
that they will need three different 
phases of nerve to meet the chal- 
lenges of today’s new world, They 
will need “the nerve to admit 
frankly that the traditional Amer- 
ican concept of success is not the 
main purpose in life; the nerve to 
admit the fact that our lives are 
not our own, do not belong to us; 
the nerve to recognize that life is 
not life without personal commit- 
ment.” 


Braves Death to Teach Savage Tribe 








Brazil Censorship 


Rio DE JANEIRO—A state censor- 
ship over all shows and plays to be 
presented in theaters or on tele- 
vision in Brazil has been ordered by 
President Janio Quadros. 

Under the new decree, all material 
must be submitted to state censors 
before public presentation. Strictly 
forbidden are immoral, indecent, 
malicious and _ irreverent scenes, 
phrases and gestures. 


Scholarship to Filipino 


MANILA, PHILIPPINES—Irving I. 
Guerrero, minister of Infanta Church 
of Christ, Infanta, Quezon, Philip- 
pines, is a one-year scholarship 
awardee of the Pacific School of 
Religion at Berkeley, Calif. 

His travel to and from the United 
States is guaranteed by the Ecu- 
menical Scholarship Exchange, 
Church World Service of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. He will 
take courses in pastoral ministry 
while enrolled at PSR during the 
school-year 1962-63. 


ONE OF THE GREAT missionary heroines of modern times, Mrs. Betty 
Elliot of Moorestown, N. J., is shown here with women of the savage 


Auca tribe in Ecuador’s interior. 


Mrs. Elliot’s husband, James, was 
one of five American missionaries 
slain by tribesmen who had defied 
all attempts to civilize them. The 
end of her husband’s life, however, 
did not mark the end of Betty El- 
liot’s missions to the Aucans. 

Accompanied by her three-year- 
old daughter Valerie and Miss 
Rachel Saint of Glendale, Calif.— 
sister of slain missionary Nate 
Saint—she walked back to the tribe’s 
jungle home to bring the gospel to 


the Indians. The three are still 
there, among the very few mission- 
aries to survive either death or 
threatening rebuffs. 

Among those she befriended was 
the leader of the tribesmen who 
killed her husband. 

The National Broadcasting Sys- 
tem presented her story on Aug. 11 
in a television program whose films 
and commentary were provided by 
the Plymouth Brethren missionary. 
—RNS Story and Photo. 
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Humor and Religion 


ORDON ALLPORT, professor of 

psychology at Harvard Univer- 
sity, in his book on The Individual 
and His Religion speaks of the 
value of a sense of humor in help- 
ing to provide integration of per- 
sonality. 

Integration is a psychological term 
by which he means “the forging of 
approximate mental unity out of 
discordant impulses and aspirations.” 
He points out that it is mainly the 
phraseology that is different. It is 
essentially what the New Testament 
means when it speaks of “single- 
mindedness.” He says that integra- 
tion is a by-product of many things, 
one of which is a sense of humor. 


Humor is so favorable to integra- 
tion because it is “man’s principal 
technique for getting rid of irrele- 
vancies. His laughter disposes of 
much that is unpredicted, capri- 
cious, and misfit in his life. Humor 
may throw an otherwise intolerable 
situation into a new and manage- 
able perspective. The neurotic who 
learns to laugh at himself may be 
on the way to self-management, 
perhaps to cure.” 


One doesn’t often find a discus- 
sion of humor in books on religion. 
One almost never hears it mentioned 
in sermons. Although some min- 
isters have a delightful sense of 
humor they never preach upon it. 


Anyone who has worked with a 
church board or committee facing a 
tense or difficult situation knows 
what a blessing it can be to have one 
person that has a sense of humor. 
Anyone who has worked with peo- 
ple’s problems knows how valuable 
a sense of humor can be. To quote 
Allport once more, “Humor helps 
to integrate personality by dispos- 
ing of all conflicts that do not really 
matter.” (Allport The Individual 
and His Religion. Macmillan, 1950, 
pp. 92, 93.) 

No one would claim that humor 
is all the answer. It is one resource. 
When carried to extremes it can be 
harmful and result in cynicism or 
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triviality. The person who is al- 
ways trying to be funny can be a 
bore. Lincoln was noted for his 
sense of humor. He himself testi- 
fied that if he couldn’t maintain 
a sense of humor he couldn’t stand 
the strain but he also could be 
deadly serious. His sense of humor 
relieved the tension so he could be 
more effective in his serious re- 
sponsibilities. 

Jesus must have had a sense of 
humor. So often we fail to catch 
it in our familiarity with the stories 
yet consider the humor in the story 
of a man who blows a trumpet be- 
fore he gives his alms, or of some- 
one swallowing a camel. Yet be- 
hind his humor was a life of com- 
plete commitment and utter faith. 


Spiritual Furnishings 


If anyone has ever attended a 
home show he can’t help but be 
impressed by the comfort the lux- 
uries, the really splendid things that 
modern science and technology have 
produced for the modern home. 
Everything is new. The placards 
all say, “This is the latest thing 
out,” “This is something the modern 
home can’t do without.” This 
development has been so rapid and 
so complete that we take much of 
it for granted. We do not pause 
to think what changes have taken 
place in the furnishings of a home 
in recent years. 


Someone has pointed out that 
Lincoln operated the White House 
without benefit of a typewriter, a 
radio, or even a fountain pen. He 
certainly didn’t have a TV set, 
refrigeration in the kitchen or air 
conditioning. A modern couple on 
a very modest income has things 
that would have been beyond the 
hope of even the imagination of a 
king’s palace only a few generations 
ago. 

If we go clear back into biblical 
days the contrast is even more 


marked. Then there were almost no 
furnishings at all. There were no 
home shows then. All that could 
have been displayed would have 
been a few mats for beds, some 
earthen jars, some flat stones for 
grinding grain and an oven for 
baking bread. 


These things all have to do with 
what might be called the mechanical 
aspects of family life. Enjoyable 
as they are, they cannot create a 
happy home! A couple can have all 
the labor-saving luxuries at the 
home show and not have a good 
home. This depends on more per- 
sonal and_ spiritual possessions. 
These things are not new; they are 
very old. They are attitudes of 
faith and trust. In a home two peo- 
ple have to be able to trust each 
other. They are attitudes of hu- 
mility and kindness. They depend 
on an attempt to understand and a 
willingness to forgive. A sense of 
humor helps and also infinite pa- 
tience. If two people are to create 
a Christian home they must begin 
with the high resolve that they in- 
tend to make it work. Above all they 
must love with a love that is self- 
forgetful, that is patient and kind, 
does not insist on its own way, 
hopes all things, believes all things, 
endures all things. They must have 
faith; this is more than just reli- 
gious practices, important as these 
are. This is a faith in God and his 
love. When this permeates a home 
it doesn’t matter too much what 
other furnishings are present. 


Insight from the Scriptures: 
“Strength for the Task” 


One of the basis needs of life 
is to find the strength to do the 
things we ought to do, to perform 
the tasks that need to be done to 
fulfill the responsibilities that are 
ours. William James wrote a fa- 
mous essay called, “The Energies 
of Men.” It was his thesis that men 
have reserves of strength and energy 
that are usually untapped, they can 
be called on in time of need. This 
has been vindicated in experience 
over and over again. Many a person 
in a time of necessity has called 
forth reserves of energy he did not 
know were there. 

It is the testimony of the men 
whose experience is recorded in 
Scripture that God is the source of 
such strength. The prophet Isaiah 
said, “He gives power to the faint, 
and to him who has no might he 
increases strength they who 
wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:29, 31) 
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“Where the Scriptures Speak ...” by the Editor 


MEMORY SELECTION: 
The child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom: 
and the favor of God was 
upon him. (Luke 2:40.) 


ODAY we are beginning the 

final quarter of the year and 
our study is concerned with Chris- 
tian growth. It is a very impor- 
tant series of lessons and the 
significance is protrayed in the 
word “growth.” Even now, 2,000 
years after the time of Jesus 
Christ upon the earth, there are 
all too many people who think 
of “being Christian” as some- 
thing that can be put on, or 
adopted in the twinkling of an 
eye and kept forever. Actually, 
the New Testament reveals the 
necessity and the possibility -of 
growth in Christian living. Being 
Christian is not a status to be 
achieved so much as it is a jour- 
ney to be undertaken. 

It is fitting that we should 
study how Jesus grew as the 
opening lesson of this quarter. If 
we have been prone to believe 
that we ourselves could be Chris- 
tian permanently, without any 
thought of growth and improve- 
ment, we have neglected to look 
at passages of scripture which 
indicate growth on the part of 
Jesus. We have been all too 
anxious to assume that he was 
fully developed in intellect and 
spirit toward his work as the 
Messiah from the time of his 
birth. 

Actually, there is not very 
much in the New Testament 
about the childhood and boyhood 
of Jesus. What there is, how- 
ever, indicates quite clearly the 
process of growth. There is an 
indication that Jesus was more 
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concerned about things of the 
spirit than most boys but this 
does not take away the clear 
teaching that he did study and 
learn while he was also an 
obedient child. 

The text of the lesson today 
is the same as that which we 
used July 2 as a basis for look- 
ing at the life and devotion of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. To- 
day we are looking at the same 
material with the intent of find- 
ing out what Jesus thought about 
his boyhood experiences, rather 
than what his mother’s reaction 
was, 

By this time, all devout Jewish 
men were expected to go to Jeru- 
salem once a year, “at the feast of 
the Passover” for the religious 
ceremony (Luke 2:41). In this 
text, verses 39 and 40 have to do 
with the experience after that 
which is related in verses 41, fol- 
lowing. If you read the material 


prior to Luke 2:39 you will see 
what Jewish rites were per- 
formed while they were in Jeru- 
salem. 

The memory selection, Luke 
2:40 is quite similar to Luke 2:52, 
which is probably quoted more 
often. These two verses are basic 
in understanding that Jesus 
really did grow, physically and 
spiritually. The first passage has 
only three points while Luke 2:52 
includes “favor with man.” This 
is often referred to as the four- 
fold life which should be the 
ideal for all. 

Whether Jesus had accom- 
panied his parents when they 
went to Jerusalem in pervious 
years, we are not told. How- 
ever, the fact that they assumed 
he was somewhere in the large 
caravan of people on the return 
would indicate there must have 
been a good many children along. 
In any case, this particular year 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 1, 1961 
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found Jesus going up to Jeru- 
salem with them because this 
was the year when certain reli- 
gious rites would be performed 
that made him a full-fledged man 
in Jewish religious circles. 

He is still called a boy in the 
text, however (verse 43). The 
fact that they had gone a day’s 
journey before they missed 
Jesus does not indicate that 
Mary and Joseph were neglect- 
ful. Rather I think it shows 
how closely knit the families 
were. They supposed that Jesus 
was “among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintances” (verse 44). 

It was two days more before 
they found Jesus in the temple. 
Here he was, sitting with the 
teachers, “listening to them and 
asking them questions” (verse 
46). This length of time would 
have permitted them to look 
about everywhere in Jerusalem. 
One wonders how they went 
about it. They must have knocked 


on doors in the street where 
they had stayed during their so- 
jurn. Jesus, himself, spoke 
strictly to them saying that they 
should have known that he would 
be in his “Father’s house” (verse 
49). One still reads occasionally 
the interpretation that Jesus 
“confounded” the rabbis and 
elders with whom he talked 
within the temple, because he 
knew more than they did. There 
is no indication in this text that 
that was the case. They were 
simply amazed at his understand- 
ing and his answers (verse 47). 
Not many boys would have fallen 
behind the caravan in order to 
sit in the temple and ask ques- 
tions of the rabbis. Jesus knew 
enough about the religion and had 
enough interest in it to surprise 
the most learned men with his 
discussion. 

There is no disrespect in his 
remark about being in _ his 
Father’s house. God was the 


Meaning for Today 


HE question, “Will we teach 
‘aie in our homes?” is 
really not a valid one. Regard- 
less of one’s formal answer to 
the question, he will none-the-less 
teach religion in his home! In 
attitude, word, action and deed 
parents do teach their children 
the religion in which they them- 
selves really believe. 

The religion taught may be a 
true expression of that seen in 
Jesus—a similar sense of trust 
in our heavenly Father, a like 
sense of values and priorities, a 
kindred sense of love and com- 
passion for people and a genuine 
zeal for the Kingdom of God— 





Jack E. Barker is minister of 
the North Hill Christian Church, 
Spokane, Washington. 
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or it may be something altogether 
different. But religion will be 
taught in every home! 

The true question, then, is, 
“Will we teach the Christian 
Faith in our homes?” And the 
imperative to do so is obviously 
upon us, not just by the compul- 
sion of command but by the im- 
pulsion of our desire to share 
with our children the “great sal- 
vation,” “the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” 

Jesus’ parents did as every 
earnest couple should in that they 
taught their faith to their chil- 
dren by every means at their 
disposal. This teaching was done 
within the home and within the 
larger life of the synagogue and 
the temple. Both precept and 
practice stressed God’s truth. 


Father of the Hebrew people and 
recognized as such. He did not 
have any hidden meaning in this 
expression so far as I can see. 
On the other hand, Joseph and 
Mary didn’t understand (verse 
50). Jesus certainly knew about 
the messianic hope of his people. 
It is entirely possible that he had 
already begun to question 
whether he had a relationship 
to this hope. If so, this remark 
might have been added to the 
others which Mary pondered in 
her heart. 

As they went back to Nazareth 
Jesus was obedient to them (verse 
51). This is a part of Christian 
growth also. Even the Son of 
Man needed the long years of 
boyhood to develop physically, 
spiritually and mentally for the 
great task before him. Surely, 
his followers today, cannot 
imagine that they can do their 
duty toward him without this 
same process. 


Truth made its impact upon 
young lives as it was embodied 
in the life of trust and high 
ideals, of compassion, faithfulness 
and zeal for God. 

The common practice of con- 
sidering “religion” to be a sepa- 
rate part of life that must be 
taught in church and church 
school by “experts” is completely 
in error. This is certainly not 
to deny the importance of these, 
but one’s faith and religion are 
the very essence of one’s life. 
One reflects them in all that he 
is and does. His life is a per- 
petual ‘‘teaching machine’ that 
never stops. 

As the part of the “light of the 
world” that shines most directly 
and continually upon our chil- 
dren’s lives, we may well ask 
ourselves, “Just what type of 
faith do my children [and neigh- 
bors, friends, associates] see in 
me?” “What is the nature of 
the religion that is taught in my 
life and home?” 

At least a part of Jesus’ growth 
came directly from the excellence 
of the home in which God had 
seen fit for him to be reared. 
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Linda and the Pup Were Inseparable 
But Now Parting Was Inevitable... 


Just tor Now 


by P. G. Cox 


Art by Bartig 








T WAS barely daylight that 

Saturday morning when Davy 
Quinn slipped quietly from the 
small home on Glendale’s west 
side. A slenderish boy of twelve, 
he’d popped wide awake a few 
minutes earlier from a sense of 
urgency. The time had come for 
the answer to a grevious question. 
Moving around on tip-toe, he was 
going out alone to get that an- 
swer. 

Torn between high hope and 
deep dread, he went to an out- 
building in the backyard. This 
was where his widowed mother, 
Jenny, did washings for people as 
a means of supporting the family 
of three. Davy opened the door 
and stood for a moment before 
going to look into a box in a far 
corner. 

Remembering that the man of 
the family must be equal to any 
occasion, he walked resolutely to 
the box. Lying on a soft bed of 
rags was a plumpish pup with a 
kinky coat of coal black hair. 
Davy’s hope oozed away as he 
saw how the pup was stretched 
out, so still and lifeless. 

“Chub,” he spoke in a pleading 
tone. ‘How—how’re you mak- 
ing it?” 

The pup stirred slightly, seemed 
to make one great effort to re- 
spond to a familiar voice, then 
faded out again. 

“Chub .. .”” Davy was down 
on his knees patting the pup. 

“Don’t you feel any better this 
morning? Doc said his medicine 
might help you.” 

Getting no reaction at all, Davy 
shook his head sadly. Chub was 
in worse condition—much worse 
—than when taken the previous 
day to Mr. Denson, the veteri- 
narian, who had said the pup 
should be put to sleep—as a 
humane act—if there was no im- 
provement overnight. 

Davy drew a few long breaths 
as he thought of it. Much as he 
hated to part with Chub, the big 
concern was for his ten-year-old 
sister, Linda. Protecting her— 
keeping her always in good spirits 
despite their limited circum- 
stances—was one of two main 
duties Davy had assumed. The 
other was to do all he could in 
helping his mother maintain the 
home. 


This feeling for his sister had 
now brought Davy another hard 
problem. the pup had been the 
greatest joy in Linda’s life. How 
to console her when Chub was 
taken away—this was what Davy 
had to figure out. 

Chub had been acquired in an 
unexpected way. It was a day, 
back in the spring, as Davy and 
Linda came home from Sunday 
school. All at once, with an out- 
burst of excited yelping, the 
curly-haired black pup came tear- 
ing across a vacant lot. He 
dashed straight to little Linda, 
taking on over her as if she was 
the one he’d been hunting for 
through all his born days. And 
she grabbed on to the pup and 
carried him home as her very 
own. 

From then on the two were 
almost inseparable. Davy kept 
thinking someone would come to 
claim the pup, saying he’d run 
away. But Linda wasn’t dis- 
turbed. She seemed to have a 
notion that Chub—the name she 
gave him—had been sent to her 
from heaven. And the pup acted 
as if it might be true. 

For about two months the pup 
had a gloriously happy time. 
Then some kind of ailment sud- 
denly hit him. By the second 
day he couldn’t get out of his 
bed. Seeing Linda was worried, 
Davy and his mother decided the 
pup should be taken to their good 
friend, Mr. Denson, the veteri- 
narian. 

With Linda at his heels, Davy 
carried Chub to Mr. Denson’s 
place. After an examination, 
the veterinarian gave some ex- 
cuse and got Davy into a room 
where Linda couldn’t hear. There 
he explained what was the matter 
with the pup. It was something 
from which a dog rarely re- 
covered. 

“We'll do our very best, Davy,” 
Mr. Denson said. “I'll give the 
pup a shot—the one thing that 
might help.” He put a hand on 
Davy’s shoulder. “But if there 
is no improvement by morning, 
let’s do our duty. You bring the 
pup back for me to put him to 
sleep. It will save him from a 
lot of suffering. Will you do that, 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1961 


Davy?” 

Davy finally managed to nod 
his head. 

“You’ve got the real stuff in 
you, Davy,” Mr. Denson declared. 
“Just as all your folks have had 
it.’ He paused. “And I want 
you to know I’m always glad to 
help you any way I can—free of 
charge. Oh, another _ thing. 
Don’t tell Linda what I’ve said 
about the pup. Not now. It’s 
possible the shot will check the 
trouble—but I’m afraid it won't.” 

Davy did keep the worst of the 
news from Linda. At the first 
chance, however, he told his 
mother everything. 

After finding the pup in a hope- 
less condition next morning, Davy 
again turned to his mother. She 
was in the kitchen when he went 
back to the house. It was quickly 
decided what each would do. His 
mother said she’d be the one to 
tell Linda that Chub must be 
taken away. Davy’s part was to 
try to think how to ease the grief. 

For a long time Davy sat on 
a bench in the tiny backyard, 
studying hard. He finally called 
his mother to him for another 
talk. Then he went to the tin 
can bank which held his earnings 
from a paper route—all except 
the two dollars he gave each 
week to help on living expenses. 
He counted out a dollar and fifty 
cents. His mother didn’t want 
to take it, saying she could man- 
age. But Davy insisted on pay- 
ing his part. 

The next thing he was in the 
small front room. Linda was 
sitting there, too choked up for 
words. Davy had to clear his 
throat a couple of times. 

“Linda...” he began. “If you 
look at it right, Chub’s going 
away is not so bad. It’s about 
the same as people being here, 
and then going home.” 

Wiping her eyes and nose, 
Linda looked at Davy curiously. 

“When people go away,’ Davy 
continued, “we generally know it 
won’t be for always. Take last 
summer, when Aunt Kate came 
from down south to visit us. And 
brought her girl, Betty, that’s 
your age.” 

Linda perked up a little, seem- 


ingly from a pleasant memory. 

“You remember how you and 
Betty took to each other. You 
had nearly as much fun with her 
as you’ve had with—with Chub.” 
This started Linda sniffling again. 
“And when it was time for them 
to go home, you and Betty could 
hardly stand to be parted.” 

The sniffling stopped as Linda 
thought it over. 

“Before they left, Betty gave 
you that—the thing you wear in 
your hair. That you’ve liked so 
well. And you remember the last 
thing she said as they got on 
the train. That is wasn’t good- 
bye, for always. It was good- 
bye, just for now. Thinking of 
it that way, you felt better.” 

Linda was listening closely. 
She had great faith in Davy’s 
judgment. 

“Well, I expect that’s how it 
is with everything. The going 
away is only for a while. I 
couldn’t rightfully say it’d be like 
that with a dog. But that’s how 
I mean to look at it. And you 
can too.” 

“I—I will,” Linda broke out. 
“T’ll think of it that very way.” 

“And another thing,” Davy 
hurried on. ‘‘Mon’s fixing to get 
something for you. She means to 
take you to town—and buy that 
three-dollar string of beads that 
you saw in the store and wished 
so much you could have. It'll 
be to you from Chub. As he goes 
away ...for awhile. Like Betty 
bought that thing for your hair.” 

As if by prearrangement, their 
mother came into the room. She 
could start to town as soon as 
Linda was ready. 

In a burst of eagerness, Linda 
was on her feet. “You just wait 
for me,” she begged her mother. 
“T’ll run and tell Chub.. .” her 
eyes filled with tears again “... 
tell him g-good-bye. And I'll 
promise him .. . for certain . 
that it’s good-bye, just for now.” 

Soon afterward Davy was alone 
in the house—facing the job he 
really dreaded most of all. While 
his mother and Linda were in 
town, he must take Chub away. 
Remembering again that he was 
the man in the family, he began 
readying himself for the ordeal. 
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Positive Steps Advocated; 
Negro Responsibility Discussed 


of the Brotherhood 
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Negro Assembly Faces Integration Issue 


St. Louis, Mo. (Special)—-An appeal for Christians to be interested 
in “integration, in healing the separation between” rather then merely 
“tearing down segregation” was sounded at the 45th annual assembly 
of the National Christian Missionary Convention in Roanoke, Va. 


Dr. Kelly Miller Smith, minister 
of First Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tennessee, called for a positive at- 
titude, a levelheaded, non-violent ap- 
proach within the Negro struggle 
for racial justice. 


Speaking at a special social action 
session of the assembly, Dr. Smith in- 
sisted that Christian action in race 
relations differs from the “purely 
secular fight,” particularly at the 
point of multivation. 


Said Dr. Smith: “If our motives 
are purely secular, our end is likely 
to be, ‘take your foot off my neck.’ 
But if we are Christian, we care, 
too, about the owner of the foot.” 

An executive of the United Christian 
Missionary Society called to attention 
to what he regards as the responsibility 


Negroes have to associate with white 
church people and participate at every 


opportunity in the work of the entire 
church. 

Willard M. Wickizer declared: ‘To- 
getherness is a dual thing. You 


can’t have unilateral togetherness.”’ Dr. 
Wickizer, executive chairman of the 
Division of Church Life and Work of 
the Society also expressed his convic- 
tion that Negroes cannot achieve to- 
getherness by simply announcing, 
“we're going to get together with our 
white brothers,” or by saying “we're 
going to wait until you invite us.” 


Declaring that the Negro race has a 
larger burden to bear than the whites 
in the task of integrating the church, 
Dr. Wickizer said the burden is to 
“take initiative to associate with white 
persons so that they can come to know 
what Negroes are able to do.” 


Dr. Wickizer urged the Negro con- 
vention members to attend the Kansas 
City Assembly of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. He de- 
clared: “It is in this kind of experience 
that people of different races get to 
know and understand each other.” 

Addressing a _ ministers’ breakfast 
which was held in connection with the 
assembly, Dr. Howard E. Short. editor 
of THE CHRISTIAN declared that the 
pastor “‘should stay out in front — but 
not so far that he’s out of sight.” 


Referring to the prophetic role of the 
ministry, Dr. Short warned ministers: 
“stay close enough to your people to 
suffer when they suffer, and to rejoice 
when they rejoice ... The trouble with 
many preachers is that they are way 
out in left field.” 


“Leaving the gospel at home plate, 
they roam the outfield limit, + .ere no 
balls fall and where no gar. is being 
played.” 

Calling attention to the peoples’ need 
for leadefship today, Dr. Short said: 
“They are bombarded by left-wing rev- 
olutionaries and right-wing anarchists 
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and middle-of-the-road-do-gooders until 
they scarcely know what to do. Bible 
lecturer for the convention, Dr. Short 
on another occasion told Negro conven- 
tioners that freedom involves respon- 
sibility and that the Christian “is free 
to do what he ought to do and be what 
he ought to be, at his highest level.” 


In his presidential address before the 
assembly, William K. Fox of Indian- 
apolis declared that Negro Christians in 
America should be proud of the heritage 
of their race and should. enter into an 
“unashamed alliance’ with every worthy 
effort to win ‘full citizenship right and 
responsibilities for all people.” 


Mr. Fox, director of special studies 
for the Church Federation of Greater 
Indianapolis, gave his address during 
the opening session of the convention. 
Fox gave emphasis to the contribution 
Negro Christians can make to the whole 
Church by cultivating their “innate 
ability to express the things of *the 
spirit’ and sharing this gift with others. 
Mr. Fox was re-elected to his second 
term as president of the NCMC. 

Jessie M. Bader, general secretary of 
the World Convention of Churches of 
Christ (Disciples) told the assembly 
that the Negro churches need to give 
greater emphasis to evangelism. 





ROSA PAGE WELCH, Chicago singer, 
lecturer and Disciples’ ambassador 
of goodwill, will go to Nigeria as a 
short-term missionary this fall. She 
is shown as she was dedicated to the 
task at the assembly of the Na- 
tional Christian Missionary Conven- 


tion. She will be a missionary for 
the Church of the Brethren for two 
vears. Dr. William Bean (left), of 
the Brethren mission board, and Wil- 
liam K. Fox, president of ‘the NCMC 
express unity in a hand clasp with 
Mrs. Welch as A. Dale Fiers, pres- 
ident of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, looks on after re- 
ceiving a citation for “statesman- 
ship and leadership.” 


An Assembly Resolution 
On Conversations with 
United Church of Christ 


St. Louis (Special)—Christian 
unity is the subject of three 
resolutions scheduled to be acted 
upon at the Kansas City assembly 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches. 


The assembly, to be held Sept. 
29-Oct. 4, will receive a resolution 
from the Council on Christian Unity 
requesting authorization of the 
Council to appoint a commission for 
the purpose of entering into conver- 
sations with the United Church of 
Christ regarding a plan for union. 

Various resolutions which have 
been previously approved by Inter- 
national Convention assemblies have 
given the Council permission to be 
in readiness for discussions with the 
United Church, looking toward the 
possible union. 

The General Synod of the United 
Church adopted a resolution direct- 
ing its Commission on Christian 
Unity and Ecumencial Study Service 
to enter into conversations with 
Disciples at the earliest mutually 
convenient time. 


The resolution to be considered at 
Kansas City after it has been cleared 
for action by the Committee on 
Recommendations also authorizes the 
Council on Unity to enter into con- 
versations “with proponents of any 
other sincere proposals that the 
Council feels should be discussed.” 


Two other resolutions on unity 
would: (1) urge Christian Church- 
es (Disciples of Christ) to participate 
creatively in local councils of church- 
es “through interest, membership, 
financial support and _ continuing 
prayer for the unity of Christ’s 
Church”; and (2) urge local church- 
es of the brotherhood to include 
local and state councils of churches, 
the National Council of Churches and 
the World Council of Churches in 
their budgeted giving for others and 
to increase such giving “to a figure 
consistent with our brotherhood’s 
affirmed interest in Christian unity.” 


@ Kansas City—Christian Churches’ 
ministers’ wives in this area will 
serve as hosts to ministers’ wives 
at the International Convention As- 
sembly here. Each minister’s wife 
will be identified with blue ribbon. 
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Obituaries 
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Maggie Winifred Holt 


Maggie Winifred Holt, wife of Basil Fenelon Holt, 
died at her home in the Linden suburb of Johannes- 
burg, Republic of South Africa, July 29, 1961. 

Rev. and Mrs. Holt are both South African born. 
He is in charge of The United Christian Missionary 
Society’s program in South Africa, being its adminis- 
trative field secretary. 

Funeral services were conducted by Mr. Holt at the 
Linden Church, August 1. He referred to their first 
meeting and to his having baptized her (his first bap- 
tism) during their engagement. He mentioned the 
birth of their two children, their sixteen years of liv- 
ing in the United States of America and their return 
to South Africa. 

He then paid tribute to her part in the South 
African work of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). Starting with two little girls whom she in- 
vited in off the street, she began the Sunday school 
which led to the organizing of the Linden Church. 
That church was begun in her home. She had organ- 
ized and directed the women’s work and led them into 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship. 

Assisting Mr. Holt in the services were H. Austin 
Smith, who gave the prayer; John Hanbury Hill, the 
scripture; Rev. Phil Van Niekerk, who gave an ad- 
dress; and P. R. Webber, who gave the prayer at the 
grave side. 

Representatives from all of the Christian Churches, 
Bantu and white, were present. Other denominations 
were also represented. A solo was sung by a mem- 
ber of the Central Methodist Church choir. 

In addition to her husband, Mrs. Holt is survived 
by their son, Dr. David Holt, senior lecturer of the 
Physics Faculty at Witwatersrand University, and their 
daughter, Leonore (Mrs. 0. W. Hodgkinson) and a 
small granddaughter, Lynn Hodgkinson. 


—H. AUSTIN SMITH 


Charles Morriston Ashmore 


Charles Morriston Ashmore, 81, died June 22, 
1961. He attended AdRan College at Waco which 
later became TCU at Fort Worth. At the time of 
his death he was a member of Hyde Park Christian 
Church in Austin, Texas. 

He served as a Christian churches’ minister in 
Stroud and Mutual, Oklahoma; Rogers, Yoakum, Brown- 
wood, Lockhart, Sour Lake, Laredo, Mount Vernon, 
Crockett and First Street Church in Austin, Texas. 
He was a chaplain during both world wars and also 
with the national guard and for a time served with the 
Texas Christian Missionary Society as evangelist and 
field representative. 


H. Lawrence Porter 


H. Lawrence Porter, veteran minister of the Chris- 
tian Churches who served in the Pacific Northwest and 
California, died July 21 and services were held July 
24 at Hood River, Ore. 

For the five years preceding his retirement in 1959, 
Mr. Porter was campus minister at Oregon State Uni- 
versity in Corvallis. 

Mr. Porter entered the ministry and was ordained 
in 1932 after a career in banking. 

Participating in the service were: Charles Addleman, 
former state -secretary of the Oregon Christian Mis- 
sionary Society and two Hood River ministers, Leo 
Horner and Jim Edwards. 

Surviving are the widow, Zelda May, five daughters 
and a son.—RAY S. HEWITT 
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—THE PAIN OF DIVISION 


(Continued from page 11.) 


with the meaning of the Bible for 
themselves and their world. 


Dr. Johnson drew upon history 
and the contemporary scene. As 
the assembly reporter Wilbur How- 
ard pointed out, the theologian 
“with dazzling dexterity skipped 
from creation to automation, from 
Israelites to satellites.” Among 
other things Dr. Johnson said: We 
don’t formally recognize one an- 
other across the lines of division. 
Power politics work in Christian 
congregations because there aren’t 
enough saints. The lost dimension 
of Man is his separation from God. 


Delegates had opportunity to lis- 
ten and learn as much as they could 
absorb from such speakers as the 
World Council of Churches’ presi- 
dent Archbishop Iakovos of the 
Greek Archdiocese of North and 
South America. He led a worship 
service in the Orthodox tradition one 
morning. That afternoon he spoke 
to a general session for those not 
attending the twelve denominational 
youth meetings which had their na- 
tional planning sessions each after- 
noon. 


In his speech the Orthodox pri- 
mate affirmed that the World 
Council was not an attempt to 
create a “super-church” but a coun- 
cil through which diverse traditions 
could demonstrate their unity. 


The presence of 110 students 
from Europe, Latin America, Africa, 
and Asia reminded the North Amer- 
icans that theirs was not the only 
continent. 


U Kyaw Than, a Burmese Chris- 
tian layman, was the speaker on 
the Gospel at one of the big plenary 
sessions. He warned against equat- 
ing Western culture and Christian- 
ity. 

As the opening night speaker 23- 
year-old Jerry Fenton of Arlington, 
Virginia, put it, “as Christians we 
have exported the Gospel all over 
the inhabited earth only to discover 
that in many ways the child is 
stronger than the parent and that 
the time has come when the Chris- 
tians of Asia and Africa may have 
a lot more to tell us about the Gos- 
pel than we have to tell them.” 


The denominational youth sessions 
were considered by some a threat to 
the real concern for unity of the 
conference. Some felt them dull 
and competitive compared to the 
main program. 


Others welcomed such opportun- 
ities as that afforded Methodists, 
Presbyterians, United Church of 
Christ members, and Episcopalians 
who met together to hear Dr. Eu- 


gene Carson Blake, U. S. Presbyte- 
rian leader, discuss his proposal for 
the merger of those four churches 
with Dean John B. Coburn of the 
Episcopal Theological Seminary, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


The most painful moment in the 
assembly came at worship time on 
Sunday morning when it was 
brought home to delegates that they 
were not united at the Table of the 
Lord. 


According to plans made be- 
forehand the delegates were to go 
to churches of their choice in Ann 
Arbor. There was no common serv- 
ice of worship and Holy Communion 
on that morning because of the 
differing doctrines regarding the 
Lord’s Supper. 


The Baptist, Disciples, and Church 
of the Brethren had a joint Com- 
munion service and the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Ann Arbor in- 
vited all assembly participants who 
were able to do so to join in Com- 
munion there. Some participants 
felt the assembly was trying to force 
the issue of intercommunion. Others 
simply could not understand the age- 
old barriers at the Table of the 
Lord and reproached the assembly 
for not planning a Communion serv- 
ice within its framework. 


U Kyaw Than said “We cannot 
break the bread together, we can- 
not drink the cup of fellowship. We 
renew the scars on his Body and 
tear asunder his image.” 


As they returned to their homes 
in Canada and the United States and 
more than 40 foreign countries, 
young delegates left with the chal- 
lenge of the final speaker William 
Stringfellow, a New York attorney 
who has done most of his practice 
in East Harlem. 


The secret of Christian unity must 
be sought and will only be found 
in the world, he told them. “If any 
man today would be a Christian 
and confront and bear the burden of 
the disorder of the churches, he must 
live in the world where Christ lives.” 


Charging that the assembly was 
not truly ecumenical, Stringfellow 
said “if it cares for the wholeness 
of the Body of Christ it must first 
confront and confess the fact that 
the disunity of the churches today 
has almost utterly immobilized both 
the service of the churches to 
Christ and the mission of the Church 
in the world.” 

The seriousness with which the 
young Christian leaders from Canada 
and the United States respond to 
this will determine the future of 
Christian unity on this continent in 
the years ahead. 
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THE GOD AND COUNTRY AWARD was presented by Kan., was recently the scene of the 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Liberal, 


First Christian Church, Goldsboro, N. C., to Lee Harlan presentation of God and Country 
Blackwell, Jr. Pictured (from left) are: Mr. and Mrs. awards. Pictured (from left) are: 
Lee Blackwell, Sr.; G. A. Hamlin, minister; Scout Elder J. R. VanBuskirk, assistant to 
Blackwell; E. H. Wyman, chairman of the board; and the minister; Scouts David Prewett 


Scoutmaster William Kemp, Jr. 
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STEPHEN LEE VAUGHN, Eagle 
Scout, received the God and Coun- 
try Award at First Christian 
Church, Dexter, Mo. The award 
was presented by the minister, 
Richard L. Person. 


ROGER ADAMS, Star Scout, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Adams (left), 
received the God and Country Award 
from John D. Trefzger, minister of the 
First Christian Church, Bloomington, 
Ill., in a ceremony during a recent 
worship service. 





and Jay Johnson, Jr.; and D. E. Allen, 
minister. 


JOHN T. HOFFMAN II received the God and Country Award from 

Farrell D. Walters, minister, in a service held recently at First 

Christian Church, Tullahoma, Tenn. Other participants were (from 

right): Richard Palko, chairman of department of Christian edu- 

cation; Scoutmaster J. H. Lambert; and Mr. and Mrs. John T. 
Hoffman. 


THREE BOY SCOUTS received God and Country Awards 
at the Pittsboro (Ind.) Christian Church. From left are: 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cowley and son Thomas; Dr. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Scamahorn and son John; Mr. and Mrs. James 

Dison and son Bill, and Warren O. Harry, minister. 





































G. W. Timmons Ordained 


FREDONIA, KAN.—Garry W. Tim- 
mons was ordained here at First 
Christian Church on July 30. A 
native of this community, he grad- 
uated from Phillips University and 
The Graduate Seminary, Enid, Okla. 

He served a three-year student 
ministry at Marshall, Okla. and re- 
cently became minister of First 
Christian Church, Clearwater, Kan. 































Participants in the service in- 
cluded: Monte Gravenstein, host 
minister; Glenn Cadwell, former 


minister here and now minister of 
Christian Church, Creston, Ia.; Pro- 
fessor LeRoy Hay, Enid, Okla.; 
Dyre Campbell of the Kansas Chris- 
tian Missionary Society; Jack Bar- 
ron, minister of First Church, Inde- 
pendence, Kan.; and Alvin Daet- 
wiler, minister of First Church, 
Neodesha. 


N.B.J.D. to Have Booth 


Kansas City, Mo.—The National 

Board of Junior-Deacons will have 

a booth for information and service 

in connection with the Assembly of 

) the International Convention of 

Christian Churches Sept. 29—Oct 4. 

Announcement was made by Rus- 

sell M. Blythewood, national advisor 

for the NBJD that the organiza- 

tion will have booth number 20 

which will be located in the north- 

west corner of exhibit hall across 

from the display of the Christian 
Board of Publication. 


Japanese Guest Preacher 


SAN JOSE, CALIF.—Tsugikazu Ni- 
shigaki, pastor of the Maruyama 
Church in Kobe, Japan, was guest 
preacher in the pulpit of First 
Christian Church here, Aug. 13. 

A graduate of Kansai Gakuin 
Theological Seminary in Kobe, Mr. 
Nishigaki was en route to Boston 
University School of Theology 
through a scholarship from the In- 
terboard Committee for Christian 
Work in Japan. During his student 
days in Japan he served as inter- 
preter to the American Missioners 
to Kasumi in 1955 and 1956. 

Gerald Ford, minister of First 
Church here, served as American 
Missioner with the Centenary Mis- 
sion to the Kobe, Japan, area in 
1958. 





MILLER APPOINTED 


INDIANAPOLIS—It was_ reported 
here that J. Irwin Miller, president 
of the National Council of Church- 
es and chairman of the board of 
Cummins Engine Co., Columbus, 
Ind., has been named to the: board 
of trustees for Ford Foundation. 
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Chaplains’ Retreats 


Kansas City, Mo.—One of three 
area chaplains’ retreats will be held 
just prior to the opening here of 
the Assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches. 

Military and institutional chap- 
lains will meet at Unity Farm, in 
nearby Lees Summit, Mo., Sept. 26- 
29, closing on the opening day of 
the assembly here. 

Forrest L. Richeson, minister, 
First Christian Church, Minneapolis, 
Minn., will be the _ inspirational 
speaker. Lowell Colston, professor 
in Christian Theological Seminary, 
Indianapolis, Ind., will be the faculty 
lecturer. 

The final area retreat will be held 
at Santa Cruz, Calif., Nov. 14-17. 


THEY “GIVE A DARN” 


@ CORTLAND, OHIO—Women of the 
Christian Church School here are 
collecting outgrown socks for re- 
sale in November. If there are 
small holes, members of the Beth- 
any class have promised “to give a 
darn for Christian education.” 


CONGO CRISIS 
and 
CHRISTIAN MISSION 








by 


The author of this perceptive report is 
executive secretary, Dept. of Africa, The 
United Christian Missionary Society. He 
has made five extensive visits to The 
Congo including one that preceded Con- 
golese independence and lasted through 
the chaotic months that followed. Pho- 
tographs by the author. 10C858 $1.50 
paper, 10C864 $2.50 cloth. 
Published by Bethany Press 
order from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF 
PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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| THE TWOS AT CHURCH 


This 160-page text contains guidance 
material for parents and teachers. 
For each of the experience areas 
represented in the pupil’s book it 
gives detailed session plans and 
procedures. $.75. 
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PICTURE STORYBOOK 


To read to children, at home or in 

* church school, four colorful illus- a 
Z| trated 32-page books are provided. , 
/@, The child-life and Bible _ stories, A 





my graces, and verses are planned to 
OG hold the attention of two-year-olds. 


V py $1.50 per set of four. > 


yn Y 
“2, MESSAGES TO PARENTS , 
‘/* Eight-page illustrated messages to WH 
, ; send parents, one each quarter, sug- Ri 
e gest what can be done at home to 
4 deepen learning begun at church. ? , 
r, | $.20 a yearly set of four messages. Ge 
Ae , 
4) NURSERY SONGS AND RHYTHMS 4, 
‘, To use at home or in church school, A 
"4 songbook and record to help chil- (yy 
© dren learn .. . directly related to f 
f a stories and activities in the curricu- i 
“¢ lum. §$.50 per book. 33's, r.p.m. . 
Wy record with book $3.00. a 
A vy 
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# Ay THREE-YEAR-OLDS 4 
(2 A comprehensive guide for™ 
4 


























teachers and parents. $1.50. \ 


READ-TO-ME CARDS 


Picture cards to help parents feia- 
force church school work. Thirteen 
cards keyed to Sunday sessions are 
for the child to take home, one each 
Sunday. One card gives the teacher 
guidance; one carries instruction to 
parents. The other two are to mail 
to the child on special occasions. 
$.35 per quarterly packet. 


NURSERY PICTURE SETS 


Large (11” x 14%”) pictures each 
quarter relate directly to sessions 
in At Church With Three-Year-Olds. 
$1.50 per set per quarter. 


MESSAGES TO PARENTS 


One of these eight-page leaflets sent 
to parents each quarter will keep 
them informed on the activities of 
their three-year-old. $.05 each per 
quarter, 


STORIES FROM CHURCH 


Four 32-page books, one for each 
quarter, are filled with appealing 
stories, songs, and prayers. $.35 per 
book per quarter. 
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Established at Transylvania 
Laboratory of 
Human Behavior 


LEXINGTON, Ky:—Transylvania 
College has established a Laboratory 
of Human Behavior for original re- 
search work in experimental psy- 
chology. 

Hans Hahn, head of the college’s 
psychology department, has been 
named to serve as director of the 
research laboratory. 

Foremost among the projects to 
be researched will be Dr. Hahn’s 
empathy tests for determining in- 
dividual tactfulness and emotional 
reaction. 

According to Dr. Hahn, a per- 
fected empathy test would be in- 
valuable to industry in the selection 
of personnel, and its clinical useful- 
ness would be manifold. The re- 
search will be centered on experi- 
ments to help prove one of Dr. 
Hahn’s major beliefs—that every 
individual is more influenced by his 
emotions than by his reasons. 

A native of Germany, Dr. Hahn 
has conducted experimental work in 


ARCHITECTURAL PLANS have been approved for this new 88-student 
women’s residence for Hiram College, Hiram, Ohio. 
cupancy in September, 1962, the new unit will cost about $400,000. With 
the completion of this building, Hiram College will have available for on- 


Germany, Belgium and Peru. 

Located in the Science Building 
at the college, the laboratory will 
operate on grants which the col- 
lege and Dr. Hahn receive for the 
experimental work. The establish- 
ment of the laboratory was made 
possible with a $6,000 grant which 
Dr. Hahn received from the Ken- 
tucky State Department of Mental 
Health. 


Graduate of Tougaloo 
Wins Medical Award 


TOUGALOO, Miss.—Robert Walker 
Harrison, III, a 1961 graduate of 
Tougaloo Southern Christian Col- 
lege, has been awarded a four-year 
scholarship to study at Northwest- 
ern University Medical School. He 
is a native of Yazoo City, Miss. 

Announcement of the award was 
received here from the National 
Medical Fellowships, Inc., Chicago, 
Ill., a non-profit organization which 
provides assistance to Negroes for 
education and training in medicine. 
The program is financed by a sub- 
stantial grant from the Alfred P. 
Sloan Foundation. 
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campus housing, room for 785 students. 
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To be ready for oc- 





CONSTRUCTION IS nearing comple- 
tion on the Disciple Campus Center 
at Manhattan, Kan. Erected by the 
Christian Churches of the state, the 
building will provide facilities for 
students attending Kansas State Uni- 
versity and Manhattan Bible Col- 
lege. Pictured (from left) are: Wil- 
lis G. Jackson, campus minister; 
Laurence Blaker, chairman of Cam- 
pus Christian Life Committee; and 
Donald F. Clingan, minister of First 
Christian Church, Manhattan. 


Faculty Members 
Return from Study 


BETHANY, W. Va.—Three members 
of the faculty here at Bethany Col- 
lege, who were on leave of absence 
during the past year to work on 
Ph.D. degrees, have returned to the 
campus and resumed teaching duties. 

They are William N. Ferris, as- 
sistant professor of modern lan- 
guages; Robert H. Sykes, assistant 
professor of English; and William 
L. Young, associate professor of 
history and political science. 


$13,500 Presented to 
William Woods College 


FuLTon, Mo.—Mr. and Mrs. John 
G. Burton and Mrs. Vivian Dulany 
Murphy of St. Louis, Mo., recently 
presented $13,500 to William Woods 
College. The money will be used 
by the college here for library ad- 
ditions. 

Mrs. Murphy’s brother, the late 
Will Dulany of St. Louis, was in- 
strumental in the building of the 
library here which bears the Dulany 
name. Mr. Burton, head of a St. 
Louis industrial financing firm, has 
been a member of the college’s board 
of directors since 1951. 
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OT SO long ago, as history looks 

at time, the brief cycle of the 
day was measured in watches in- 
stead of hours. Sentinels kept 
watch over garrisons and cities to 
see that no enemy surprised them 
with sudden attack and to keep 
down internal disturbances. Thus, 
the night watches became the most 
important, for it was after darkness 
that the security of these ancient 
armies and peoples was most apt to 
be threatened. 

But there were other kinds of 
sentinels who kept vigil in the night 
with another kind of security in 
mind. The psalmist-poet, who killed 
a giant with a sling-shot and played 
sweet melodies on his harp to chase 
the blues away from an old king, 
was one of these peculiar sentinels 
of the night. David exclaimed, “My 
soul shall be satisfied .. . and my 
mouth shall praise thee with joyful 
lips. When I remember thee upon 
my bed, and meditate on thee in 
the night watches.” (Ps. 63:5-6, KJV) 
His psalms are full of the night 
watches. Then the firmament 
showed God’s handiwork and night 
unto night uttered knowledge, while 
the day only uttered speech (Ps. 
19:1-2). What a difference between 
speech and knowledge! Or shouldn’t 
the word be wisdom? 

Jesus knew these night watches 
well. His finest hours with the 
Father were spent during their still- 
ness. Under shining, friendly stars 
he did most of his praying. What 
would we not give to have been 
with him for just one hour of 
listening to his talks with God in 
the night watches. Christ chiseled 
these fleeting hours into enduring 
events in time—and eternity. In 
the pantomime of the night’s cool 
winds, sighing through gnarled 
trees, he faced his greatest crisis 
and made his greatest decision. Can 
we ever forget Gethsemane in the 
old olive grove, and the night trials 
before Annas and Caiaphas? 

It is not surprising that Odd Mc- 
Intyre used to stay up all night so 
that he could do his best work by 
the night watches. Small wonder 
that his daily columns were a mix- 
ture of old wine and roses, laughter 
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By Frank Johnson Pippin 


and tears, youth and life and love, 
age and death. His lines had the 
soft polish of the first evening star 
and the magic spell of dawn, with 
the honeysuckle and the dew. Like- 
wise, it was in the night watches 
that Thomas Edison stumbled upon 
a goodly number of his inventions. 

My favorite time, as you have 
guessed by now, is the night watch- 
es. In fact, I prepare my sermons 


during their brooding hours. We 
learn more in the night than we do 
in the day. You see, in the day 
we get speech, but in the night we 
get knowledge. We are nearer our 
heart of hearts in the night watches. 

A letter written in the day to a 
friend, or to the beloved one, is 
usually matter of fact. Write that 
letter in the night watches and it 
bares your heart. The lines then 
sing with music, wonder, and praise, 
and the trysting hour when they 
were written lives on in the spirit of 
your being... . 

The night watches are the mem- 
ory time, the time of perspective, 
and the tranquil time. The time 
when voices hearken and are heard, 
and the strident voices of the day 
are dead. The time when the hope 
of a new tomorrow, free of past 
bruises and stains, finally puts one 
to bed unashamed and unafraid. ... 

When I meditate upon him in the 
night watches .. . he gives his be- 
loved sleep. 


—THE CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP 


(Continued from page 10.) 


lowship. Other organizations have 
fellowship too. Lodges and clubs 
and dinner groups have fellowship. 
There are fellowships on many 
levels, some of them good and some 
of them evil. So there must be 
modifiers of the word fellowship if 
it is a term which dignifies and de- 
scribes the nature of the church. 

There are three of these modi- 
fiers. 

The church is a _ spiritual fel- 
lowship. It is a fellowship condi- 
tioned by our faith in God. It isa 
fellowship involving our loyalty to 
Christ. It is a fellowship of prayer 
and worship and devotion to the 
spiritual life of man. President 
Pussey of Harvard says that he 
would like to have all Harvard men 
be able to pronounce the word God 
without apology. So Christian men 
should be able to pronounce the 
word God without apology. One 
knows, of course, that men who do 
evangelistic calling use the idea of 
fellowship in appealing to friends to 
unite with the church. Do they 
pronounce the word God or Christ 
or Christian salvation? The church 
is uniquely a spiritual fellowship. 

The church is a redemptive fel- 
lowship. The early church was not 
a club of elderly gentlemen waiting 
to die. It was a group of enthusi- 
astic people with a blessing which 
they enjoyed and a salvation they 
sought to share. All the time the 
apostolic church kept having addi- 
tions. Additions, too, is a scriptural 
term. As a direct influence of 
Peter’s sermon at Pentecost there 


were “added to them about three 
thousand souls.” As a result of 
their enthusiasm and their joyful 
fellowship, “the Lord added to them 
day by day those that were saved.” 
As the apostles taught and healed 
“believers” “were added” “to the 
Lord.” Barnabas was a good man 
and preached at Antioch and as a 
result “much people was added to 
the Lord.” The life of the church 
is a vital, dynamic, saving, redemp- 
tive fellowship. 

The church is an eternal fellow- 
ship. A celebrated author and poet 
put it well the other day when he 
said, “This life is but a fragment.” 
This was the concept of the early 
church. Their Christ had been 
crucified, but still he was a living 
Christ. They walked in the pres- 
ence of eternity. The fellowship 
within the church was not only with 
the living but with the dead. 

In his letters to the Corinthians 
the great apostle speaks of the many 
problems within the life of the 
church but he also takes time and 
space to speak of the resurrection 
of the dead. Our fellowship within 
the church transcends our present 
world. 


I Recant 


The neighbor’s wash was always 
dingy, 
I often spoke about the stains. 
Today her clothes were white as 
lilies, 
My hands had cleaned our window 
panes. 
Edna Jackson Burrows 
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Noise in groups, but quiet- 
ness alone .. . varying 
amounts of confidence and 
feelings of inferiority . . . 
questions about God, reli- 
gion, the church . . . day- 
dreams of the future and 
nightmares of present fail- 
ures, disillusionments and 
fears ... childlike foolishness 
at one moment and amazing 
maturity at another... . 


E. C. Linberg 
Ordained July 23 


PASADENA, CALIF.—The ordination 
service for Edwin C. Linberg was 
held here July 23 at Bethany Chris- 
tian Church. 

He graduated from The College 
of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., in 
June and is presently serving as as- 
sociate minister of the Christian 
Church in Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Among the participants in the or- 
dination service were: Ralph G. 
Wilburn, dean of The College of the 
Bible; James Parrott of the South- 
ern California Area Christian 
Churches; C. M. Ridenour, retired 
Christian Churches minister; Rich- 
ard G. Davis, minister of the Vista 
La Mesa Church, La Mesa, Calif.; 
George W. Crain, minister here at 
Bethany Church. 

Elders taking part in the laying 
on of hands ceremony were the 
candidate’s father, Carl Linberg, and 
his father-in-law, Harry T. Smith, 
Earl Hershberger and A. Bradford 
Harrison. 


Arthur Jackson Russell 


UCMS Appointee 


INDIANAPOLIS—The third national 
counselor in church-wide leadership 
development for the Christian 
Churches has been named by The 
United Christian Missionary Society 
here. 

Arthur Jackson Russell, for the 
past four years the state secretary- 
director of the Christian Churches 
of South Carolina, assumed his 
duties in the UCMS post Sept. 1. 

Working under the direction of 
Richard E. Lentz, executive director 
of church-wide leadership develop- 
ment, Russell will help recruit and 
train leaders. 


School of Missions 


LOUISVILLE, Ky.—After six months’ 
planning, a school of missions was 
held here at Newberg Christian 
Church with 150 registrations. Va- 
cation Bible School was held in con- 
junction with the school. 

Sessions were held each Sunday 
evening during June using as the 
theme for the school, “Into All the 
World Together.” 

The high point of the school was 
the closing worship service when the 
love offering, which totalled about 
$230.00, was dedicated. This money 
was divided between The United 
Christian Missionary Society and 
the Christian Church in Ravenna, 
Ky., which was severely damaged 
by tornado. 

Mrs. E. R. Tully, president of the 
CWF, was director of the school. 





fads and fancies, fun and 
pain ... idealism about love 
and marriage, yet some star- 
tling mixed-up emotions... 
periods of aggressive good 
humor and moments of quiet 
reflection and loneliness. 


The Bethany Graded Youth 
Curriculum meets their needs. 
Only graded lessons deal 
with specific teen-age prob- 
lems and interests. They 
examine Scripture for in- 
sights into each topic studied, 
whether it be contemporary 
or biblical in content, and 
help teen-agers relate bibli- 
cal teachings to their lives. 
To see samples, send for 
examination kits. Write 
Christian Board of Publica- 
tion, Box 179, St. Louis 66, 
Missouri. 
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Relax 


The gossip often gets caught 
in her own mouth-trap. 


GUESSES 
I knew him to be 91 
But trying hard to please, 


I slyly guessed at his request 
The middle 70’s. 


Then came his turn—such 
folks as he 
Should be long since in Heav- 
en; 
Who figure me at 63 
When I’m just 47. 


—PAUL ARMSTRONG 
ee @ 


WE MODERNS 


Two members of the beat 
generation lolled on the sea- 
shore, watching the flight of 
an experimental jet. 

Suddenly, the pilot pressed a 
button and the automatic 
ejection seat containing the 
co-pilot shot out, opened its 
parachute and floated gently 
toward the earth. 

“Man,” said one of the beats, 
“dig that crazy toaster.” 


—JRNL. AM. MED. ASS’N. 
e@e°@ 


Not many _ rose-colored 
glasses are bifocal. 








“This is the last time Ill 
ever operate on a magician!” 


SEPTEMBER 24, 196] 


the maGazine for the 
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Within HEARTHSTONE’S colorful pages each 
month are wholesome stories and special features 


for every member of every church and church 
family. 


The Christian atmosphere that you and your family 
build together, as you share HEARTHSTONE, will 
surely make your house a welcome house for everyone. 
HEARTHSTONE’S articles and stories show in exciting 
ways how important the family can be together—how 
one mother and father and their children are actually 
pace-setters for the whole community. It’s full of 
“live”? subjects—with plenty for everybody from the 
littlest on up. You’ll especially like two regular fea- 
tures: “Over the Back Fence” and “Family Counse- 
lor.” They give you practical answers to experiences 
you meet head on every day, and have to do something 
about! Read this month’s. Enjoy it. Share it. Never 
miss a HEARTHSTONE. 
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Yearly . . . $3.00 
Quarterly (quantity) ... 60c 
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order from: 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 
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Inside and Outside 


Making the Ministry Relevant. 
Edited by Hans Hofmann. Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 169 pages. $3.50. 


One of the outstanding character- 
istics of Christianity has been its 
ability to maintain its identity as a 
body of faith and, at the same 
time, sustain its witness through 
differing ages. Successively Chris- 
tianity has given evidence of its 
vitality to the Roman world, the 
Feudal age of Europe, the emergence 
of democratic forms of government, 
and is now faced with the respon- 


sibility of being relevant in the 
twentieth century. 
Hans Hofmann declares, “The 


crucial point is whether we have 
been slow in recognizing the real 
potency of our faith and hence in- 
efficient in our ministry.” The editor 
continues in the introduction to sug- 
gest that the Church must seek to 
make the ministry more relevant to 
our world in which, “people no 
longer worry as much about what is 
outside of them as they do about 
what is inside of them.” 

Paul Tillich, Reinhold Niebuhr 
and Samuel H. Miller render a valid 
service in setting out something of 
the theological basis for making the 
ministry relevant in our age. Though 
Samuel H. Miller deals sympatheti- 
cally with existentialism there is a 
substantial basis of Christ-centered- 
ness about the discussion. 

Kenneth E. Appel, Seward Hiltner 
and Reuel Howe deal with the place 
of the minister as a “counsellor” 
and with the problems which must 
be faced in the areas of Pre-Pro- 
fessional, Professional and Post-Pro- 
fessional training in order to pro- 
vide the ministry with the proper 
equipment to serve people who are 
concerned with ‘what is inside of 
them.” Reuel Howe makes strongly 
creative suggestions concerning the 
place of the seminary, its curricu- 
lum, and post-seminary training for 
the ministry. 

This is a _ well-written volume 
which is easily read. It is thought- 
provoking for all those who, as 
laymen and ministers, are interested 
in the future development and train- 
ing of the ministry. While this 
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‘‘¥You Are What You Read’’ 


volume is not designed for general 
reading, it would be helpful to the 
future of the work of the ministry 
and the witness of the Church to 
have this book read by both con- 
cerned laymen and ministers. The 
ministers will find help in “coun- 
selling” from the writing of the 
last three contributors——KENNETH 
A. KUNTz. 


Best Biography 


The Billy Sunday Story. By Lee 
Thomas. Zondervan Publishing 
House. 256 pages. $3.95. 


The author of this book is min- 
ister of the South Hills Baptist 
Church in West Covina, Calif. 

There have been a number of 
books written about Billy Sunday 
and his evangelistic work, but this 
in many ways is the best and most 
comprehensive of them all. One 
reason for this is that the author 
has had close touch with Billy and 
“Ma” Sunday and was a visitor in 
their home. 

There are 24 chapters in the book 
and these contain a number of pic- 
tures of Billy Sunday, his evan- 
gelistic meetings and his staff. 

The book gives a graphic account 
of Billy Sunday’s youth; his experi- 
ences as a baseball player; his dra- 
matic conversion; and his work in 
the YMCA. After this, the author 
goes into the steps, one after an- 
other, which brought this intrepid 
mass evangelist into many cities 
across America. 

One of the most interesting chap- 
ters is the story of the New York 
evangelistic meeting, which began 
on Easter Sunday, 1917. On Broad- 
way at 168th Street the largest 
tabernacle was built which was ever 
erected for any Billy Sunday meet- 
ing. The mammoth structure was 
344 feet long by 247 feet wide, and 
seated over 20,000. This revival con- 
tinued for ten weeks, and at the 
close of it a freewill offering was 
given to Mr. Sunday,’ which 
amounted to $124,600.00. Every cent 
of this he turned over to the 
YMCA and the American Red Cross, 
as he had promised to do. 

The author secured many of his 
facts and figures for his book from 


“Ma” Sunday during his personal 
conferences with her. He goes into 
too many small details in the book, 
such as figures covering the size of 
the tabernacles, the attendance in 
each city, the number of workers 
involved in each revival, the num- 
bers in the choirs and the cost of 
each meeting. 

Many insights are given by the 
author into this colorful and gifted 
evangelist of the early twentieth 
century. He quotes freely from Mr. 
Sunday’s sermons and tells of his 
fights in the local communities with 
the liquor business. He was the 
sworn enemy of this business and 
did much to help bring in the 18th 
Amendment to the Constitution. 

Billy Sunday had his. severe 
critics, but also he had his many 
admirers. Many can be found in 
the churches of America today who 
owe their conversion to this man. 
I know, because I have met so many 
of them.—JESSE M. BADER. 


Clearly Into Focus 


Christian Ethics and the Sit-In. 
By Paul Ramsey. Association Press. 
128 pages. $2.50. 


In this book, Dr. Ramsey acknowl- 
edges the tensions which have built 
up in our society over the racial 
question. It is the author’s inten- 
tion, therefore, to move the reader 
toward a conclusion about justice 
in race relations. 


The sit-ins are examined in the 
light of Christian ethics, and, for 
Ramsey, it is Christian ethics which 
should be used as the foundation of 
all race relationships. 


A discussion of property rights, 
the law and Christian use of eco- 
nomic pressure is made by the 
author in an attempt to bring the 
present racial situation clearly into 
focus for the reader. 


The individuals who are directly 
involved in the sit-ins are, in a real 
sense, speaking for each responsible 
Christian. As a help in understand- 
ing how each person is, in truth, 
involved in the crucial racial situa- 
tion and what the outcome ought to 
be, this book is especially valuable. 
—RAYMOND MCCALLISTER, JR. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


—_— —- = » - 


Cie ™ 


» Oe 


Charles Emerson 


Ordained July 30 


CHULA VISTA, CALIF.—First Chris- 
tian Church here was the scene of 
the ordination service for Charles 
L. Emerson to the Christian min- 
istry on July 30, 1961. 

A graduate of Northwest Christian 
Church, Eugene, Ore., he received 
the B.D. degree this year from 
Christian Theological Seminary, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. He plans to con- 
tinue graduate study at Butler Uni- 
versity and Christian Theological 
Seminary. 

Ministers participating in the 
service included the _ candidate’s 
father, Armor C. Emerson, minister 
here at First Church; Harold L. 
Christmann, minister of First 
Church, El Cajon, Calif.; Heber H. 
Pitman, minister of Central Church, 
San Diego, Calif.; James Parrott 
and Russell Hensley of the state 
offices of Christian Churches of 
Southern California; Earl S. Christ- 
offerson, minister of East San Diego 
Church; Dan J. Griffith, minister of 
Pacific Beach Church in San Diego; 
W. Marshon DePoister, interim min- 
ister of Cajon Valley Church, El 
Cajon, Calif.; Frank Lowe, past 
president of the County Council of 
Churches; Ewart H. Wyle, minister 
of Torrey Pines Church, La Jolla, 
Calif.; and Richard G. Davis, min- 
ister of Vista La Mesa Church. 


Unique Ministry at 
Indianapolis Church 


INDIANAPOLIS—What is believed to 
be a unique ministry in Hoosierland 
has recently completed its first six 
months. This ministry is at Cen- 
tenary Christian Church here. 

Richard E. Moore came to the 
Centenary pulpit in September of 
1960. In January of 1961 Medford 
Jones, who is a full-time evangelist, 
joined the staff as a part-time mem- 
bership development director, a type 
of ministry combination unique 
among our churches. 

During the first six months wor- 
ship services increased by 50 per 
cent and the church completed its 
first successful every-member can- 
vass, underwriting the largest out- 
reach and local expense budget in 
the history of the church. 

Plans call for forward steps in 
effective operation of programming 
through the departmental structure 
of the church. 


SEPTEMBER 24, 1961 









Scholarships Awarded to 
Four S. E. Asia Students 


INDIANAPOLIS—Four students from 
Southeast Asia have been awarded 
scholarships by The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society for graduate 
study in the United States. 

The grants, intended to help young 
Christians prepare for service among 
their own people, were announced 
here during a meeting of the board 
of trustees of the United Society. 

Recipients of the one-year scholar- 
ships are Mrs. Irineo F. Santos and 
Daniel P. Rasay of the Philippines, 
Gilbert (Shu Ren) Hwang of Hong 
Kong and Teruo Ishizawa of Japan. 

Administered by the UCMS’s De- 
partment of Missionary Selection 
and Training, the scholarships go 
to nationals chosen by the appro- 
priate church organizations in their 
own countries. 

Mrs. Santos, principal of the ele- 
mentary department of Northern 
Christian College at Laoag, the 
Philippines, is expected to study at 
the University of California. 

Rasay, full-time director of the 
Community Center (Christian) at 
Vigan in northern Luzon, the Philip- 
pines, will receive training in coun- 
seling and social work at The Col- 
lege of the Bible, Lexington, Ky. 

Ishizawa, who has taught in North 
Japan College High School for nine 
years, has been granted an exten- 
sion of his work in English at the 
University of Michigan. 

Hwang, a former teacher at 
King’s College in Hong Kong, re- 
ceived a B.S. degree in electrical 
engineering from Purdue Univer- 
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FRESH PECAN HALVES 


South's Oldest Shipper 


Organizations Make money Selling our Pound Bags 
Season Starts 


JUMBO HALVES and PIECES. 
First Week of November. We prepay Shipments. 
You Pay us when Sold. Write for Details. 


Sullivan Pecan Company, Crestview, Fla. 





MOTHER: Send for This! 
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Every parent should have this 
new 32-page booklet about 
= —, - is = no 
obligation. imply address 
BOOK PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
Dept. 17710 Pleasant Hill, Ohio 


Covers all ages 


sity, West Lafayette, Ind., in August, 
and plans study for another year. 


Youth Carnival 


MCALESTER, OKLA.—The Christian 
Youth Fellowship and Chi Rho Fel- 
lowship of First Christian Church 
here recently held their annual 
youth carnival. Total amount raised 
was $121.76 and will be used in 
youth work with home and foreign 
missions. 
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Stop Buying Vitamins Blindly! 


Guide Book tells how to save money on vitamins! 100 
capsules Vitamin A (25,000 units) not $1.75 but 
only 59¢! 100 tablets Vitamin C (250 mg.) not 
$2.00 but only 75¢! These are examples of over 150 
FRESHLY-PACKED, guaranteed-potency vitamins and 
health aids, available at savings of 50% and more! 
Send for FREE Catalog and Vitamin Guide Book today! 
VITAMIN-QUOTA, Dept. A-403, 880 Broadway, New 
York 3, N. Y., or Dept. A-403, 1125 S. Crenshaw 
Bivd., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


A glowing anthology 
of the sign of signs 


The cross was a widely used 
symbol long before Golgotha. 
Here are more than 100 varia- 
tions, drawn by a famous illus- 
trator. A rich treasury for artists, 
architects, church school 
teachers, and everyone interested 
in Christian art and symbolism. 
7” x 10”, two colors, hand-let- 
tered text. 


The Cross 


as Symbol 


ano Ornament 


By JOHANNES TROYER 
$4.50, now at your bookstore 
WESTMINSTER 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


Convention Dates 
Editor, The Christian: 


May I reflect on the date of the 
International Convention Assemblies 
as discussed by Dr. Cook recently? 
(The Christian, June 11, 1961.) 

I have been distressed for years 
that our teachers, parents and busi- 
ness people have been unable to at- 
tend these conventions, except part- 
time, when held in their particular 
area. 


Normally, any date prior to June 
and after August is impossible for 
most church members, who, due to 
processes throughout our economic 
system, are obligated to be on the 
job except for periods during the 
three vacation months. 

1. Why does the fiscal year of the 
agencies need to be June 30? Why 
not December 31, thus coinciding 
with income tax reporting of mem- 
bership contributors? This might 
increase the incentive for giving 
to church needs. 

2. Attendance and participation 
in conventions, periodically, might 
be more instructive than similar 
time in summer camps. 

3. Are our teachers, professors 
and some others presently being 
duly represented in the assemblies? 
—MIss MABEL THOMPSON, San An- 
tonio, Texas. 


Southern Theologian 


Editor, The Christian: 

Alongside the Campbells’ theolog- 
ical statements and your own 
editorial (The Christian, June 11, 
1961) should be placed the state- 
ments of T. W. Brents who was the 
theologian for the South and West 
and did the same work for this sec- 
tion as the Campbells did for the 
North and East for the early Dis- 
ciples. His views still prevail in 
the thinking of Disciples. If you are 
not familiar with his treatise on 
The Son of God in his book of 
sermons, I urge you to read the 
same. 

There is a remarkable unity in 
the teaching of these theologians. 
Dr. Brents remains our only South- 
ern theologian as well as the framer 
of our religious system (see his 
book, The Gospel Plan of Salvation). 
The Disciples have a great religious 
ancestry, which needs to be better 
known. I am not a creedalist, but 
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—Alexander Campbell 


I know what I believe, and I am 
greatly embarrassed by the Unitar- 
ianism of today. 

Your teaching is greatly needed 
and is bearing good fruit— JOHN 
B. CowndEN, Nashville, Tenn. 


Definitions 
Editor, The Christian: 


The Letters page interests me 
greatly and it certainly proves that 
“many men have many minds.” It 
also proves that there is much con- 
fusion as to the meaning of many 
Bible terms. After many years of 
Bible study, I have evolved many 
definitions and have, by presenting 
them, relieved the frustration of 
many honest searchers after truth. 


@The Holy Ghost is the super- 
natural power of God as distin- 
guished from his natural powers. 
Nature hands us down to the grave 
but the supernatural will bring us 
out. 


@ Nowhere does the Bible say that 
the Holy Ghost is a person. Personal 
pronouns do not necessarily denote 
personality. (See Exod. 27:3; 39:39; 
Matt. 5:13; Acts 12:10; John 14:17; 


1 Cor. 13:5; Matt. 26:52 and Num. 
22:25.) 


@ Any degree of supernatural power 
conferred upon a person is a gift 
of the Holy Ghost. 


@ Concerning the various revisions 
of the Bible, they have a value in 
that they substitute modern words 
for obsolete words. But the really 
much-needed revision is a condensa- 
tion. The Bible can be rewritten 
with a fourth of the words omitted 
without leaving out a single fact, 
truth or doctrine.—G. W. CORPORON, 
Arcadia, Kan. 


High Insight 
Editor, The Christian: 


I want to commend Dr. Sillars for 
his fine treatment of the question: 


“Why do ministers insist on tell- 
ing stories that belittle people of 
other races and religions?” (June 4, 
1961.) 


He does this in a most creditable 
way and at a high Christian level 
and insight. Most of us are in need 
of some illumination at this point. 
—L. Roy CRONKHITE, Niantic, IIl. 


——— 


Meet “Encounter” 
Editor, The Christian: 


I wish to congratulate the editors 
of Encounter for producing a schol- 
arly journal which is an asset and 
credit to the Disciples. I hope ways 
may be found to persuade a larger 
number of our laymen and pastors 
to subscribe to this publication of 
Christian Theological Seminary. I 
have no- connection with this 
quarterly, and neither does the 
Christian Board of Publication, but 
I know your own deep concern for 
an intelligent dealing with biblical 
and theological issues joins with 
mine. 

The Disciples had “scholarly” be- 
ginnings. One in no way disparages 
excellent publications like The 
Christian, when he suggests that in 
addition to our mass-circulation 
periodicals, there is a place for a 
longer, more thorough, more schol- 
arly treatment of issues——PARKER 
RossMAN, New Haven, Conn. 


Four Times Four 
Editor, The Christian: 


In your issue of June 4, you say 
you love reminiscences like those 
of Mr. Potter and Mr. Coburn. 

My family, too, became Disciples 
in the Western Reserve of Ohio. 
My grandparents and great-grand- 
parents Gray belonged to the Perry 
church where _ Sidney’ Rigdon 
preached at one time. The Euclid 
Avenue Christian Church of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was organized in the 
home of my _ great-grandfather, 
John Gardner. 

My grandfather Durham, when a 
boy of 12, stood for two hours in 
the Court House Park in Ravenna, 
Ohio, to listen to Alexander Camp- 
bell preach. Later, he and all his 
family became members of the 
“Campbellite” church. 

I am a fourth-generation Disciple 
in four separate lines.—FLORENCE 
GRAY WATTERS, Black Mountain, N. 
C. 

Advice to Heed 
Editor, The Christian: 


I have just read “Thoughts in 
the Night”—The Spirit’s the Thing, 
by Frank Johnson Pippin. (May 21, 
1961.) 

Oh, how I wish our national of- 
ficers would heed this article. We 
are fast becoming like the scribes 
and Pharisees.—Mrs. L. H. LAUER- 
MAN, Mount Vernon, Wash. 
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REBEL RELIGION 


by Herman A. Norton 


THE STORY OF THE CONFEDERATE CHAPLAINS. This story 
of the Confederate soldier-preachers is as exciting and 
interesting as the Civil War itself. Includéd is a complete 
list of Disciple, and other chaplains who served. 

10R395 $2.75 


A SATURDAY NIGHT TALK 
WITH GOD by Warren Grafton 


Editorials about churches, churchgoers, people and life in 
general by the late, beloved former minister of Central 
Woodward Christian Church of Detroit. These absorbing 


editorials range from the whimsical to the deeply moving. 
108807 $2.95 


COMPEND OF ALEXANDER 
CAMPBELL’S THEOLOGY 
edited by Royal Humbert 


This is the first systematic, concise collection of Camp- 
bell’s theological writing. Mr. Humbert’s explanatory 
footnotes expand on, oar clarify the text for those not 
familiar with Campbell’s works. 10C863 $4.00 


order today from 


CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION x 2 
BOX 179 - ST. LOUIS 66, MO. 


Fall Harvest 


of New Books 


FROM BETHANY PRESS 





PARTY GAMES 


by Violet Roberts Moore 


The perfect book for youth and other group leaders. 
These unique party ideas will help sustain interest and 
generate new enthusiasm in church, school, and club 
programs, There’s a complete party idea for every week 
in the year; includes decorations, costumes, games, de- 
votional, etc. 10P687 $3.95 


HERITAGE AND DESTINY 
by Winfred E. Garrison 


This interesting and informative book should be read by 
every Disciple. It is a commentary on the development 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) from The 
Reformation to the present and a look at the probable 
future. Also discussed are past and present conflicts 
within the church. 10HS501 $3.50 


TODDLERS AT CHURCH 
by Jessie B. Carlson 


Complete information on caring for toddlers in church 
school. Includes information on physical and emotional 
needs, physical requirements of the nursery, qualifications 
of teachers, etc. 10T691 $1.00 Illustrated. 








QUESTION: Is it possible to put 
a limit on the number of church 
jobs one can accept with a clear 
conscience? 


ANSWER: It is possible but 
often difficult. When I read in 
your letter the jobs held by you 
and your husband I was amazed. 
You both must be very talented 
and exceedingly well liked by 
your fellow workers. This did 
not amaze me at all. What did 
was the fact that a church would 
ask so much of parents who were 
raising a family and taking a 
rightful place in school and com- 
munity affairs. I would term it 
very un-Christian to ask so much. 

It is hard for an able person 
to refuse a job when it might go 
undone. On the other hand, when 
to accept that job means you 
give less time and energy to some 
other job you have, there is no 
gain in accepting. 

My experience indicates that 
the smaller the church the more 
the case for a person not hold- 
ing too many jobs is validated. 

The exact number of jobs a 
person has depends on many fac- 
tors. The size of the family, 
the special talents and the abil- 
ities of other people in the church, 
need to be considered. 

Our churches are in a fight 
for their very existence. This 
means that all church jobs need 
to be well done. Half-baked 
activity is no substitute for real 
accomplishment. We are ask- 
ing our people to become dedi- 
cated churchmen. We want them 


Questions for Dr. Sillars should 
be sent to: The Editor, THE CHRIS- 
TIAN, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 


Chester A. Sillars 


to know what they believe. We 
want them to feel the value of 
the Christian faith in their lives. 
This means time for study and 
planning. Which, in turn, means 
fewer jobs. 

The heavens may fall upon me 
and Uncle Sam may have a spe- 
cial mail pouch at my door, but 
I am going to say it. One job 
as an officer of the church or 
church school and one job as a 
member of a functional commit- 
tee is enough for the average 
family man or woman. 

If you are a musician you might 
add an occasional solo. If a 
good cook, you might bake a cake 
once in a while. You certainly 
would be able to serve on tem- 
porary committees. You might 
make the every member canvass 
or go visiting on the evangelism 
crusade at times. But I still stick 
to two jobs in the local church. 

Our churches are waking up to 
their responsibility in helping to 
promote Christian family life. I 
think you could do two jobs or 
at most three in the local church 
and still have time for your home 
and family. Your church should 
help you at the point of not ask- 
ing you to do too much. 

With the editor’s kind permis- 
sion I will add a commercial. 
There are a lot of churches that 
need many more dedicated work- 
ers. I hope that some of these 
jobs that overworked people will 
want to release when they read 
this opinion will be given to folk 
who have no church job. Church 
work, when well done, is exciting. 
It offers new insights. It is a 
form of acceptable worship of 
our Lord. I believe it is true 


that churchgoing families are 
happier families. I believe that 
churchworking families are the 
happiest of all. 

Parents who work in the church 
as a labor of love set a fine ex- 
ample for their children. In this 
day with so many undesirable 
distractions for young people, 
parents will help themselves and 
their children by working in the 
church. 

Before you write in and say 
there is a lot of criticism in 
church work, I'll agree. But it 
may be good for us to learn to 
take a little criticism once in a 
while. Constructive criticism 
never hurt anyone who took it. 
It only hurts those who don’t. 

Church workers have a status 
in the community that makes a 
fine evangelistic witness. May it 
be our prayer that others will see 
our works and glorify our Father 
in Heaven. May God keep us 
humble and worthy in some meas- 
ure to have the joy of working 
in the Christian church. 


“Tell you what—you pray and 
Pll scream for help.” 








